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ABSTRACT 

The f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t p r e s e n t s t h e p r e l i m i n a r y r e s u l t s o f a r c h i v a l 

r e s e a r c h d i r e c t e d towards t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n 

and r e c o v e r y p l a n f o r t h e c i t y o f C h a r l e s t o n . Because o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

importance o f C h a r l e s t o n , and t h e need f o r a v i a b l e c i t y t o d e v e l o p , i t 

was agreed t h a t such a p l a n would be u s e f u l . On August 17, 1981, t h e 
s t a f f o f t h e C h a r l e s t o n Museum was awarded a one-year Community Development 

g r a n t t o s t u d y t he documentary e v i d e n c e o f e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t and o c c u p a t i o n 

o f C h a r l e s t o n from 167O u n t i l i 8 6 0 , and t o prep a r e a p l a n f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n 

and r e c o v e r y o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s o f the c i t y . 

As r e q u e s t e d , t h e r e s e a r c h g r a n t was c o n t i n u e d f o r a second y e a r . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h i s r e p o r t i s p r e l i m i n a r y , and r e p r e s e n t s o n l y a p a r t i a l l y 

completed p r o j e c t . Research on many o f the t o p i c s p r e s e n t e d i s i n c o m p l e t e , 

and r e s e a r c h w i l l c o n t i n u e on them d u r i n g t h e second p o r t i o n o f t h i s 

p r o j e c t . In a d d i t i o n , many o t h e r areas w i l l be r e s e a r c h e d . The r e s u l t 

o f t h e s e endeavors w i l l be a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f refinement, and changes 

i n t h e data p r e s e n t e d h e r e . The m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e d i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e 

pr o g r e s s made t o d a t e , and an i n d i c a t i o n o f f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n s . The a u t h o r s 

hope t h a t t h i s r e p o r t w i l l meet t h e needs o f bo t h t he C i t y and t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

community u n t i l a f i n a l r e p o r t i s a v a i l a b l e . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

C h a r l e s t o n . The name i s synonymous w i t h h i s t o r y and h i s t o r i c p r e s ­

e r v a t i o n . The area encompassed by t h e c i t y o f C h a r l e s t o n was f i r s t s e t t l e d 

by t h e E n g l i s h i n 1670. C h a r l e s t o n grew r a p i d l y and, by t h e i 7 3 0's, was 

t h e f o u r t h l a r g e s t c i t y i n t h e E n g l i s h c o l o n i e s . During t h i s p e r i o d , 

C h a r l e s t o n was the southernmost p o r t c i t y on the A t l a n t i c c o a s t , t h e c e n t e r 

o f t r a d e f o r t h e p l a n t a t i o n economy o f t h e s o u t h e a s t , and t h e home o f 

peoples from a v a r i e t y o f backgrounds. C h a r l e s t o n c o n t i n u e d t o be a f o c a l 

p o i n t o f American development u n t i l t e c h n o l o g i c a l developments and t h e War 

between the S t a t e s r e s u l t e d i n i t s d e c l i n e . 

C h a r i e s t o n i a n s began t o embrace and p r e s e r v e t h e i r c i t y ' s h i s t o r y as 

e a r l y as t h e a n t e b e l l u m p e r i o d , w i t h the g l o r i f i c a t i o n o f t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y 

heroes (Rogers igSO). C h a r l e s t o n a t t r a c t e d n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n i n 1931 when 

the new Zoning Ordinance p r o v i d e d f o r an "Old and H i s t o r i c Area" i n w hich 

" h i s t o r i c p l a c e s and areas o f h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t would be p r e s e r v e d and 

p r o t e c t e d " (Stoney 1976: 134). T h i s was t h e f i r s t such o r d i n a n c e o f i t s 

k i n d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . Since t h a t t i m e , p u b l i c s u p p o r t has grown and 

o r d i n a n c e s have been s t r e n g t h e n e d , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f much 

o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s uniqueness and charm. T h i s a s p e c t o f t h e c i t y has drawn 

thousands o f v i s i t o r s t o t h e c i t y t h r o u g h o u t i t s h i s t o r y . 

U n t i l t h e v e r y r e c e n t p a s t , t h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n d i d n o t e x t e n d t o t h e 

p r o t e c t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s v a s t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s . 

Only s i n c e t h e development o f urban h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y as a v i a b l e f i e i d 

o f r e s e a r c h , t h e enactment o f p r o t e c t i v e f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n , and the work 

o f E l a i n e H e r o l d a t the C h a r l e s t o n Museum have m u n i c i p a l a u t h o r i t i e s become 

aware o f the importance o f t h i s r e s o u r c e . The p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s r e s e a r c h 

p l a n r e p r e s e n t s a major s t e p i n t h e endeavor t o i d e n t i f y , p r e s e r v e and p r o t e c t 

C h a r l e s t o n ' s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s . 

Importance o f Archaeology 

H i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y developed as a f i e i d o f r e s e a r c h d i s t i n c t 

f rom o t h e r areas o f N o r t h American a r c h a e o l o g y because, u n l i k e p r e h i s t o r i c 

r e s e a r c h , w r i t t e n r e c o r d s are a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n s b e i n g s t u d i e d . 

These r e c o r d s i n t u r n are capable o f a l t e r i n g t h e methods o f s t u d y i n g p a s t 

c u l t u r e s . H i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y as a d i s c i p l i n e i s f a i r l y new, as i t was 

o n l y f o r m a l l y r e c o g n i z e d i n 1965- The f i r s t h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s were designed t o augment a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t u d i e s and t o a s s i s t 

i n h i s t o r i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s . The c l a s s i c example o f such a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

r e s e a r c h i s C o l o n i a l W i l l i a m s b u r g , an e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y B r i t i s h urban 



c e n t e r , whose r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s based e n t i r e l y on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

Many h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y p r o j e c t s a re s t i l l o r i e n t e d toward t h i s g o a l , 

w i t h v a l u a b l e r e s u l t s . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n C h a r l e s t o n a t 

the Heyward Washington House ( H e r o l d 1978) and a t t h e Exchange B u i l d i n g 

( H e r o l d i 9 8 i a ) p r o v i d e d i m p o r t a n t d e t a i l s f o r a c c u r a t e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y i s more t h a n 

s i m p l y a f i e i d t e c h n i q u e f o r v a l i d a t i n g h i s t o r i c a l f a c t . H i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s 

a r e o f t e n i n c o m p l e t e , and even i n c o r r e c t . Many d e t a i l s o f d a i l y l i f e a r e 

s i m p l y not r e c o r d e d . More i m p o r t a n t l y t h e y are o f t e n b i a s e d towards t h e 

upper c l a s s - those w i t h the t i m e and a b i l i t y t o leave e x t e n s i v e w r i t t e n 

r e c o r d s . (An e x c e l l e n t example i s C h a r l e s t o n ' s w e a l t h y merchant Henry 

L a u r e n s , whose papers t o d a t e comprise t e n e d i t e d volumes.) Many American 

h i s t o r i c a l sources s t r e s s the upper c l a s s B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l h i s t o r y o f 

t h i s c o u n t r y ; c e r t a i n l y i t i s t h e B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l h i s t o r y o f C h a r l e s t o n 

t h a t i s s t r e s s e d . But t h e N o r t h American c o n t i n e n t i n g e n e r a l and C h a r l e s t o n 

i n p a r t i c u l a r were peopled by a v a r i e t y o f g r o u p s ; B r i t i s h , F r e n c h , B r i t i s h 

West I n d i a n , A f r i c a n , J e w i s h , A b o r i g i n a l , German, S c o t c h - 1 r i s h , S p a n i s h . 

An i m p o r t a n t f u n c t i o n o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n C h a r l e s t o n i s t o l e g i t ­

i m i z e t h e h e r i t a g e o f t h e many groups who do n o t have a h i s t o r y w r i t t e n 

f r o m t h e i r p o i n t o f view ( G i a s s i e 1977: 2 9 ) . There a r e s e v e r a l examples 

o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n t h i s a r e a , i n c l u d i n g t h e e x c e l l e n t s t u d i e s 

on p l a n t a t i o n s l a v e r y ( O t t o 1975; S i n g l e t o n 1980; Ascher and F a i r b a n k s 

1974; ) . Such s t u d i e s i n t h e i o w c o u n t r y have focused 

on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f c o i o n o ware p o t t e r y as a p o s s i b l e A f r o - A m e r i c a n 

c r a f t (Ferguson 1981; Anthony 1979). 

In a d d i t i o n t o augmenting and a l t e r i n g t h e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d , r e c e n t 

h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s have addressed q u e s t i o n s o f 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t . A b a s i c premise u n d e r l y i n g such r e s e a r c h i s 

t h a t human b e h a v i o r i s p a t t e r n e d , not random, and t h i s p a t t e r n i n g w i l l be 

r e f l e c t e d i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p a t t e r n i n g ( B i n f o r d 1964). F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p a t t e r n i n g (South 1977) and t h e e x a m i n a t i o n 

o f these p a t t e r n s i n a p r o c e s s u a i p e r s p e c t i v e (Lewis 1976; Deagan 1982) 
w i l l r e s u l t i n the e l u c i d a t i o n o f a s p e c t s o f human b e h a v i o r . Examples 

o f s i m i l a r l y o r i e n t e d r e s e a r c h i n C h a r l e s t o n are E l a i n e H e r o i d ' s work 

a t t h e Meeting S t r e e t O f f i c e B u i l d i n g ( H e r o l d i 9 8 i b ) and N i c h o l a s Honerkamp's 

res e a r c h a t t h e C h a r l e s t o n Center s i t e (Honerkamp, C o u n c i l and W i l l 1982). 
H i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n C h a r l e s t o n i s e x p e c t e d t o p r o v i d e 

i n f o r m a t i o n on the g e n e r a l a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l issues o f e t h n i c i t y , s t a t u s , and 

a d a p t a t i o n t o f i r s t f r o n t i e r , and then changing u r b a n , c o n d i t i o n s . 

The above d i s c u s s i o n c l e a r l y d emonstrates t h a t h i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y 

as a d i s c i p l i n e has g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r p r o v i d i n g an i n c r e a s e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s p a s t . The key t o such s t u d i e s i s a t h o r o u g h i n t e g r a t i o n o f 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h . I t t h e r e f o r e seems l o g i c a l t o 

b e g i n o r g a n i z e d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n C h a r l e s t o n w i t h a t h o r o u g h exam­

i n a t i o n o f t h e documentary r e c o r d . 
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P r o j e c t Methods and Goals: 

Based on t h e age o f t h e c i t y and t h e i n t e n s i t y o f o c c u p a t i o n , t h e e n t i r e 

p e n i n s u l a r c i t y o r , a t l e a s t , t he area below the c r o s s - t o w n , may be c o n s i d e r e d 

a v a s t , c o n t i g u o u s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e . Y e t , each i n d i v i d u a l s i t e w i t h i n t he 

c i t y l i m i t s w i l l n o t n e c e s s a r i l y be o f equal s c i e n t i f i c v a l u e , due t o 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n l e n g t h o f o c c u p a t i o n , t y p e o f o c c u p a t i o n and t h e n a t u r e o f 

subsequent ground d i s t u r b a n c e . The purpose o f t h i s p r o j e c t i s t o b e t t e r d e f i n e 

the l e n g t h , d e n s i t y and n a t u r e o f o c c u p a t i o n o f a i l areas o f t h e p e n i n s u l a r 

c i t y . 

A r c h i v a l r e s e a r c h i s c o n s i d e r e d t he most e f f i c i e n t manner i n w h i c h t o 

approach t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s u r v e y . By t h e i r v e r y n a t u r e , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

e x c a v a t i o n s d e s t r o y t h e r e s o u r c e ; v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f 

the m a t e r i a l s i n t h e ground a r e more i m p o r t a n t than t h e m a t e r i a l s t h e m s e l v e s , 

and such r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e d e s t r o y e d by any g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s , 

i n c l u d i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s . E x c a v a t i o n s a r e a l s o time-consuming 

and e x p e n s i v e . The documentary sur v e y methodology i s n o t w i t h o u t drawbacks; 

i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o d e t e r m i n e t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d f r o m 

the documentary r e c o r d ; Such d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s p o s s i b l e o n l y t h r o u g h some 

form o f s u b s u r f a c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . i n a d d i t i o n , t h e documentary r e c o r d i s 

o f t e n f r a g m e n t a r y and r a r e l y r e f l e c t s t h e e n t i r e range o f a c t i v i t y a t a 

g i v e n s i t e . D e s p i t e t h e s e s h o r t c o m i n g s a documentary sur v e y was deemed 

the best method o f d e t e r m i n i n g h i s t o r i c s i t e i o c a t i o n f o r a l a r g e , urban 

area such as C h a r l e s t o n . 

Phase I o f t h e p r o j e c t employed an a r c h a e o l o g i s t and a h i s t o r i a n • 

w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r t o r e a l i z e t h e p r o j e c t g o a l s . P r i m a r y documentary sources 

were examined f o r i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s i n 

C h a r l e s t o n . These resources i n c l u d e h i s t o r i c maps and p l a t s , C h a r l e s t o n 

C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , censuses, c i t y o r d i n a n c e s , c i t y y e a r b o o k s , f a m i l y paper 

c o l l e c t i o n s , Records o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e P r o v i n c e , t h e S h a f t s b u r y P apers, 

and a v a r i e t y o f m i s c e l l a n e o u s n o t e s and documents. These sources a r e 

housed a t t h e South C a r o l i n a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , t h e C h a r l e s t o n L i b r a r y 

S o c i e t y , t h e C h a r l e s t o n County L i b r a r y , t h e C h a r l e s t o n Museum, C h a r l e s t o n 

C i t y A r c h i v e s , the C h a r l e s t o n County R e g i s t e r Mesne Conveyance O f f i c e , t h e 

South C a r o l i n i a n a L i b r a r y and t h e South C a r o l i n a Department o f A r c h i v e s 

and H i s t o r y . In a d d i t i o n , numerous secondary sources on C h a r l e s t o n i n 

p a r t i c u l a r and t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n U n i t e d S t a t e s i n g e n e r a l were c o n s u l t e d . 

T h i s was done t o p l a c e C h a r l e s t o n ' s h i s t o r y i n a n a t i o n a l , and even 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l , p e r s p e c t i v e , and t o a v o i d r e p e t i t i o n o f d a t a a l r e a d y c o m p i l e d . 

A i l n o t e s , maps and documents c o l l e c t e d a r e on f i i e a t t h e C h a r l e s t o n Museum 

and a i l p o s s i b l e s i t e l o c a t i o n s have been r e c o r d e d as a c c u r a t e l y as p o s s i b l e 

on contemporary maps and a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h s . 

i t i s o u t s i d e t h e scope o f t h i s p r o j e c t t o p r o v i d e a c h a i n o f t i t l e 

f o r i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t i e s ; r a t h e r , t h e g o a l s o f Phase I o f t h e p r o j e c t 

were t o p r o v i d e a g e n e r a l , s k e l e t a l o u t l i n e o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t and land use 

h i s t o r y o f t h e c i t y , and t o p i n p o i n t s i t e s o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . A g e n e r a l 

o u t l i n e o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s development i s c o n t a i n e d i n Chapter I I . Chapter 
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I l l c o n t a i n s i n d i v i d u a l d i s c u s s i o n s on t h e l o c a t i o n o f s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s . 

Several o f these t o p i c s have n o t y e t been c o m p l e t e l y r e s e a r c h e d ; c o m p l e t i o n 

o f these t o p i c s w i l l be p o s s i b l e o n l y a f t e r t h e d e t a i l e d newspaper r e s e a r c h 

planned f o r Phase I I i s c o m p l e t e . i n the s e c a s e s , a p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n 

o f t h e t o p i c i s i n c l u d e d . Plans f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h , as w e l l as a summary 

and c o n c l u s i o n s , a r e i n c l u d e d i n Chapter IV. 
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CHAPTER I I 

THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF CHARLESTON 

In t he s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y , C a r o l i n a was a commercial b a t t l e g r o u n d 

o f t h e European powers. Spain c o n s i d e r e d t h e v a s t t r a c t o f w i l d e r n e s s an 

appendage o f F l o r i d a and, b a s i n g her c l a i m t o po s s e s s i o n on d i s c o v e r y and 

e x p l o r a t i o n , s e i f - r i g h t e o u s i y d e s t r o y e d a French s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e r e g i o n . 

The E n g l i s h , who viewed C a r o l i n a as a s o u t h e r n e x t e n s i o n o f V i r g i n i a , p r o ­

ceeded t o e s t a b l i s h t h e f i r s t permanent c o l o n y i n 1670 and s u b s e q u e n t l y 

c l a i m e d t he area by r i g h t o f o c c u p a t i o n . 

S p a i n , France and England were n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n c a r v i n g empires f r o m 

t h e New World b u t i n o b t a i n i n g t he raw m a t e r i a l s a v a i l a b l e o n l y i n warm 

c l i m a t e s . England d e s i r e d t o f r e e h e r s e l f f r o m dependence on t h e c o u n t r i e s 

o f s o u t h e r n Europe f o r s i l k and w i n e . She needed hemp and naval s t o r e s t o 

sup p o r t her sea power and the food s t u f f s w h i c h would e n a b l e her West 

I n d i a n c o l o n i e s t o c o n c e n t r a t e on t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f s u g a r . C a r o l i n a ' s 

development o f r i c e as a s t a p l e c r o p was n o t encouraged by th e mother c o u n t r y 

but was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c r e a t i o n o f f o r t u n e s by t h e C a r o l i n a p l a n t e r s , 

C h a r l e s t o n f a c t o r s , and B r i t i s h m e r c h a n t s . I n d i g o , t h e p r o v i n c e ' s o t h e r 

major e x p o r t , d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o E n g l i s h i n d u s t r i a l power and her dom­

i n a t i o n o f t h e European market by r e l e a s i n g her fro m r e l i a n c e on the French 

and Spanish West I n d i e s f o r t h e dyes needed i n her t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y 

( S e l l e r s 1970: 8 - 9 ) . 

A l t h o u g h t h e E n g l i s h had po s s e s s i o n o f t h e p r o v i n c e , t h e s e t t l e r s 

were seldom f r e e from a p p r e h e n s i o n s o f danger. D i r e c t l y s o u t h o f t h e 

col o n y o f C h a r l e s t o n was Spanish t e r r i t o r y and a c h a i n o f m i s s i o n s , each 

p r o t e c t e d by a p r e s i d e , s t r e t c h i n g f r o m S t . H e l e n a , o r P o r t R o y a l , t o S t . 

Au g u s t i n e and westward t h r o u g h n o r t h e r n F l o r i d a t o th e A p a l a c h i c o l a R i v e r , 

i n s p i t e o f t h e t r e a t y o f 1670, by which t he E n g l i s h and Spanish monarchies 

bound themselves t o r e c o g n i z e t h e p r i n c i p a l o f e f f e c t i v e o c c u p a t i o n as 

p o s s e s s i o n , t h e c o a s t a l area from S t . A u g u s t i n e t o S t . Helena was t h e scene 

o f p e r s i s t e n t w a r f a r e between t he two n a t i o n s u n t i l t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s l e f t 

t h e i r n o r t h e r n o u t p o s t s i n 1702 (Andrews 1937: 2 0 3 ) . The F r e n c h , s p r e a d i n g 

along t h e M i s s i s s i p p i , c o n s t i t u t e d a n o t h e r t h r e a t t o B r i t a i n ' s southernmost 

s e t t l e m e n t , w h i l e C h a r l e s t o n ' s l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f s l a v e s and e n c i r c l e m e n t 

by I n d i a n s added t o her a n x i e t y . P i r a t e s , t h e scourge o f t h e C a r r i b b e a n 

and A t l a n t i c seas, were merely a n o t h e r hazard t o add t o an a l r e a d y f o r m i d a b l e 

i i s t . 

The c o l o n y ' s e a r l y s e t t l e r s r e a l i z e d t h e dangers i n h e r e n t i n t h e i r 

e n t e r p r i s e . T h e i r i n i t i a l c o l o n y i n 1670, known as A l b e m a r l e P o i n t , was 

on a p o i n t defended by t h e main r i v e r ( t h e A s h l e y ) w i t h a brooke 

on the one s i d e and i n a c c e s s i b l e Marsh on th e o t h e r w'̂'̂  a i l a t h i g h 

t i d e s i s ever o v e r f l o w n : j o y n i n g i t s e l f t o t h e m a i n l a n d i n a smal l 

neck n o t exceeding f i f t i e y a r d s (Cheves 1897: 196-197). 
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F i g u r e 1 

The Coast o f the C a r o l i n a Colony. 

"The S t a t e o f South C a r o l i n a f r o m 

the Best A u t h o r i t i e s " by Samuel 

L e w i s , 1795. 
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In 1672, t h e I n d i a n s r e p o r t e d t o t h e i r Spanish a l l i e s t h a t t h e r e were 

t h i r t y small houses on t h e west bank o f t h e Ashley and f o u r on t h e e a s t 

bank o f Oyster P o i n t . The s e t t l e m e n t was p r o t e c t e d by a p a l i s a d e and 

f o u r p i e c e s o f a r t i l l e r y w h i c h were d i r e c t e d upon t h e r i v e r (Andrews 1937: 

2 0 3 n ) . In i 6 8 0 , t h e c o l o n i s t s moved t h e i r base t o Oyster P o i n t , a pen­

i n s u l a formed by t h e j u n c t i o n o f t h e Ashley and Cooper R i v e r s , and renamed 

t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t Charles Towne. 

C h a r l e s t o n possessed a good, though somewhat s h a l l o w , h a r b o r w i t h 

easy access t o t h e f r e s h w a t e r needed t o p r o t e c t c o l o n i a l s h i p s f r o m t h e 

danger o f worms which would o f t e n a s s a u l t t h e i r bottoms i n s a l t w a t e r . 

The Cooper R i v e r , n a v i g a b l e f o r t w e n t y m i l e s above t h e town f o r l a r g e 

s h i p s and f o r t y m i l e s f o r s m a l l e r v e s s e l s , and the r i v e r s f l o w i n g i n t o 

Winyah Bay, s i x t y f i v e m i l e s n o r t h o f t h e c o l o n y , p r o v i d e d an e x c e l l e n t 

l i n k w i t h t h e b a c k c o u n t r y which was t o prove v i t a l f o r C h a r l e s t o n ' s p r o s ­

p e r i t y and development as a major p o r t ( S e l l e r s 1970: 5 ) - Throughout 

both C a r o l i n a s , s h o a l s p r e v e n t e d l a r g e c r a f t f r o m v e n t u r i n g v e r y f a r i n t o 

t h e i n t e r i o r . In a d d i t i o n , most o f t h e r i v e r s i n t h e C a r o l i n a b a c k c o u n t r y 

were n a v i g a b l e as f a r as t h e c o a s t o n l y a f t e r p a s s i n g i n t o South C a r o l i n a . 

The n o r t h w e s t f l o w o f these r i v e r s a ssured Georgetown and C h a r l e s t o n o f 

t h e b u l k o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a ' s b a c k c o u n t r y ' s goods. Georgetown's h a r b o r , 

however, c o u l d o n l y accommodate s h i p s up t o t e n o r t w e l v e f e e t d r a f t , t h u s 

f o r c i n g i t t o j o i n Savannah as m e r e l y a d e p o s i t p o i n t f o r C h a r l e s t o n ' s 

commercial network ( B r o w n e i i and G o i d f i e i d 1977: 3 5 ) . 

The town's new i o c a t i o n , under t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s o f t h e e i g h t Lord 

P r o p r i e t o r s who had been g r a n t e d the C a r o l i n a t e r r i t o r y , was o r g a n i z e d i n t o 

a Grand Model by S i r John Yeamans i n 1679- Three hundred a c r e s f r o m O y s t e r 

P o i n t t o B e a u f a i n S t r e e t were surveyed and t h e l a n d l a i d o u t an arrangement 

u t i l i z i n g t h e c e n t r a l square i d e n t i f i e d w i t h P h i l a d e l p h i a and t h e n a r r o w , 

deep l o t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y I r i s h towns c o l o n i z e d 

by the E n g l i s h (Reps 1965: 177, f i g - 7 ) . S p e c i f i e d l o t s were r e s e r v e d f o r 

a c h u r c h , town house, and o t h e r " p u b i i c k s t r u c t u r e s " (Bridenbaugh 1938: i O ) . 

By 1704, t h e t o w n , f o r t i f i e d t o p r o t e c t i t s e l f a g a i n s t t h e f e a r e d 

d e p r e d a t i o n s o f t h e S p a n i s h , F r e n c h , I n d i a n s , and p i r a t e s , was s u r r o u nded 

by g a r r i s o n s and w a l l s . A few s c a t t e r e d houses were l o c a t e d t o t h e s o u t h 

and west o f t h e t o w n , but a p p a r e n t l y no one had v e n t u r e d n o r t h w a r d . In 

1717 a i l o f the 1704 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , e x c e p t those on t h e w a t e r f r o n t 

between G r a n v i l l e ' s and Craven's b a s t i o n s , were removed and t h e d e f e n s i v e 

l i n e s extended t o p r o v i d e f o r i n c l u s i o n s o f t h e houses which had sprung 

up o u t s i d e t h e o r i g i n a l w a l l s . By 1780, t h e o u t e r l i n e o f defense f o r t h e 

c i t y was j u s t n o r t h o f Boundary, now Calhoun, S t r e e t , f r o m t h e Ashley t o 

t h e Cooper R i v e r , and t h e e n t i r e w a t e r f r o n t on b o t h s i d e s was l i n e d w i t h 

b a t t e r i e s . 

The g r o w i n g town was never a t a l o s s f o r s e t t l e r s . In t h e West 

I n d i e s , l a r g e sugar p l a n t e r s were squeezing o u t t h o s e o f l e s s e r w e a l t h , 

f o r c i n g them t o seek o p p o r t u n i t i e s e l s e w h e r e . Lured by a f a m i l i a r c l i m a t e 

and t h e p r o s p e c t o f cheap, abundant l a n d i n C a r o l i n a . Barbadians f l o c k e d t o 
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the new c o l o n y . In I67O, a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w e n t y o f t h e s e Englishmen j o i n e d 

t h e f l e d g l i n g s e t t l e m e n t and, d u r i n g t h e remainder o f t h e decade, a t o t a l 

o f 175 B a r b a d i a n s , accompanied by a t l e a s t 150 s e r v a n t s and s l a v e s , came t o 

C a r o l i n a (Dunn 1972: 1 1 2 ) . The group which m i g r a t e d was a d i v e r s e one; 

p l a n t e r s , m e r c h a n t s , a r t i s a n s , small f a r m e r s and s a i l o r s , e x p e r i e n c e d i n 

the ways o f t h e West I n d i e s , were a i l eager t o s e t t l e i n t h e new c o l o n y 

(Dunn 1972: 113). The m a j o r i t y o f these Barbadians came equipped w i t h t h e 

money, knowledge, and s l a v e s needed t o t r a n s p l a n t t h e i r concept o f West 

I n d i a n s o c i e t y t o C a r o l i n a . Thus p l a n t a t i o n s and s l a v e r y were b r o u g h t by 

the Barbadians and e s t a b l i s h e d as an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e C a r o l i n a economy 

even b e f o r e a s t a p l e c r o p was developed (Blum e t a i i 9 8 i : 4 i ) . 

The C a r o l i n a C h a r t e r had p r o v i d e d f o r r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a t i o n , a p r i n c i p a l 

which a t t r a c t e d a heterogenous g r o u p . Hugenots began t o a r r i v e as e a r l y 

as i680 and, f o l l o w i n g t h e r e v o c a t i o n o f t h e E d i c t o f Nantes i n 1685, t h i s 

group's numbers i n c r e a s e d . The p r o p r i e t o r s , impressed n o t o n l y by t h e 

Hugenots' r e p u t a t i o n as a h a r d - w o r k i n g people b u t a l s o by t h e i r s k i l l i n 

s i l k and w i n e m a k i n g , encouraged t h e i r i m m i g r a t i o n and sought t o s t i f l e 

p r e j u d i c e s o f t h e E n g l i s h c o l o n i s t s . These Frenchmen, l a r g e l y t h r o u g h 

membership i n the A n g l i c a n Church and i n t e r m a r r i a g e w i t h t h e E n g l i s h , were 

soon absorbed i n t o t h e c o l o n y ' s p o p u l a t i o n (Andrews 1937: 2 4 i ) . D i s s e n t e r s , 

Englishmen, S c o t s , New E n g i a n d e r s , Jews, b l a c k s l a v e s and many o t h e r s 

made up t h e r e s t o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t . Refugees f r o m t h e Santo Domingan 

r e v o l t (1791-1803) were j u s t one o f t h e many e t h n i c groups which c o n t i n u e d 

t o d i v e r s i f y C h a r l e s t o n ' s p o p u l a t i o n . 

in o r d e r t o d i s t r i b u t e t h e c o l o n y ' s l a n d , t h e Lords P r o p r i e t o r s d e v i s e d 

b o t h an a r i s t o c r a t i c s y s t e m , which was i n t e n d e d t o become a f o u n d a t i o n o f 

the c o l o n y , and a h e a d r i g h t system. Under t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c s y s t e m , t h e r e 

were f o u r d i v i s i o n s , t h e two h i g h e s t h e r e d i t a r y . The p r o p r i e t o r s headed 

the l i s t , and each was e n t i t l e d t o a s e i g n o r y o f t w e l v e thousand acres i n 

every c o u n t y . Next were t h e l a n d g r a v e s , p o s s e s s i n g f o u r b a r o n i e s e a c h , 

a i l i n one p i e c e , which were t o t o t a l 48,000 a c r e s and then t h e c a c i q u e s 

w i t h 24,000 each. F i n a l l y t h e r e were t h e commoners, l o r d s o f manors and 

f r e e h o l d e r s o r yeomen. The l o r d s were t o have between t h r e e t o t w e l v e 

thousand acres and t h e f r e e h o l d e r s a t l e a s t f i f t y i n o r d e r t o be a b l e t o 

v o t e (Andrews 1937: 2 i 4 ) . As a r e s u l t o f t h i s planned f e u d a l system, t h e 

p r o p r i e t o r s were a i l g r a n t e d o f f i c e s , l a r g e l y v o i d o f d u t i e s , b u t some o f 

which e n t i t l e d t h e h o l d e r t o f i l l c e r t a i n c o l o n i a l p o s t s . The a r i s t o c r a t i c 

n a t u r e o f t h e system and i n e f f i c i e n t government due t o d i s t a n c e and d i s i n t e r e s t 

on t h e p a r t o f t h e p r o p r i e t o r s l e d t o a r e v o l t . George I bowed t o t h e wishes 

o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e c o l o n i s t s ; i n 1719, C a r o l i n a ' s c h a r t e r was revoked and 

the p r o v i n c e became a r o y a l c o l o n y . 

The h e a d r i g h t system p r o v i d e d t h a t upon a r r i v a l , s e v e n t y o r s e v e n t y 

f i v e acres would be g r a n t e d t o any f r e e person and f i f t y a c r e s f o r each 

s e r v a n t or s l a v e . T h i s r u l e was s t i i i i n f o r c e a f t e r 1696 but was g e n e r a l l y 

r e p l a c e d a f t e r t h a t t i m e by t h e " purchase" r u l e , w h i c h s o l d l a n d a t t h e r a t e 

o f t w e n t y pounds f o r a thousand acres near t h e c o l o n y and t e n pounds f o r 

lands two hundred m i l e s away "near t h e m o u n t a i n s " . A s i d e f r o m t h e s e i g n o r i e s 
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and b a r o n i e s , f o r w h i c h t h e amount o f la n d was s t i p u l a t e d , a l l o t m e n t s 

ranged from s i x thousand a c r e s i n one t r a c t t o t e n o r tw e n t y a c r e s . A f t e r 

1700 i t was charged t h a t e x c e s s i v e l y l a r g e g r a n t s were d e t r i m e n t a l t o t h e 

development o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t and a c e i l i n g o f s i x hundred f o r t y a c r e s per 

a l l o t m e n t was d e c l a r e d (Andrews 1937: 2 5 5 n ) . 

These c o n d i t i o n s were i d e a l f o r l a r g e p l a n t a t i o n s and, by 1700, many o f 

the w h i t e s e t t l e r s had a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d themselves a l o n g t h e A s h l e y , 

southward t o w a r d t h e E d i s t o and i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f P o r t R o y a l , westward i n t o 

t h e b a c k c o u n t r y , and n o r t h w a r d a l o n g t h e Santee. The dual t h r e a t s o f 

Spaniards t o t h e sout h and I n d i a n s o u t s i d e t h e c o l o n y ' s b o r d e r s served t o 

keep eager p l a n t e r s f r o m v e n t u r i n g t o o f a r a f i e l d . T h i s , and t h e New 

World's economic r e l a t i o n s i p w i t h the Old W o r l d , promoted C h a r l e s t o n ' s 

development i n t o a s o c i a l and economic c e n t e r . 

C a r o l i n a was surrounded by a v a r i e t y o f a b o r i g i n a l g r o u p s , i n c l u d i n g 

t h e Catawba, Cherokee, Upper and Lower Creeks, Choctaw, and a number o f 

s m a l l e r t r i b e s such as t h e Yamassee and T u s c a r o r a . C h a r l e s t o n ' s access t o 

i n l a n d waterways f a c i l i t a t e d t r a d e w i t h these N a t i v e Americans as d i d t h e 

f o r t s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e b a c k c o u n t r y w h i c h served t h e m u l t i p l e purposes o f 

pro m o t i n g t r a f f i c w i t h t h e I n d i a n s , p r o t e c t i n g t he f r o n t i e r i n h a b i t a n t s , 

and g u a r d i n g a g a i n s t French and Spanish encroachments ( S e l l e r s 1970: 1 2 ) . 

Mastery o f t h e I n d i a n s was pursued r e l e n t l e s s l y by the E n g l i s h , French and 

Spanish as a r e s u l t o f the Europeans' d e s i r e f o r animal s k i n s and I n d i a n 

s l a v e s c a p t u r e d i n t r i b a l w a r s . A l t h o u g h t he t r a d e i n a b o r i g i n a l f l e s h 

was condemned by t h e Lords P r o p r i e t o r s , i t was a v e r y p r o f i t a b l e b u s i n e s s 

f o r t h e c o l o n i s t s who, upon d i s c o v e r i n g t h a t t h e I n d i a n s g e n e r a l l y made 

poor s l a v e s i n C a r o l i n a , e x p o r t e d many o f them t o New England and t h e West 

I n d i e s . Deer, b e a v e r , b e a r , and b u f f a l o s k i n s were h i g h l y p r i z e d commod­

i t i e s i n t h e c o l o n y ' s t r a d e w i t h B r i t a i n . By the m i d - e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

dressed deer s k i n s were s i x t e e n p e r c e n t o f t h e c o l o n y ' s e x p o r t s t o t h e 

mother c o u n t r y and, p r i o r t o 1760, t a n n i n g was t h e o n l y i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r y 

i n t h e g r o w i n g town (Bridenbaugh 1955: 7 6 ) . The n e c e s s i t y f o r e x t e n s i v e 

s t o r a g e f a c i l i t i e s f o r these f u r s o c c u r r e d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h t h e inward 

movement o f C a r o l i n a I n d i a n s i n t h e i 7 2 0 ' s . These developments t r a n s f o r m e d 

t h e I n d i a n t r a d e f r o m a secondary p u r s u i t o f v a r i o u s i n d i v i d u a l s t o a c a p i t a l 

i n t e n s i v e i n d u s t r y dominated and c o n t r o l l e d by C h a r l e s t o n ' s m e r c a n t i l e 

community. These merchants developed e f f i c i e n t o u t l e t s f o r t h e s k i n s and 

the c r e d i t r e i a t i o n s i p s necessary t o f i n a n c e t h e i n l a n d f l o w o f t r a d i n g 

goods. The r e s p e c t e d and dominant p o s i t i o n many o f thes e merchants a c h i e v e d 

enabled them t o i n v o l v e themselves In o t h e r t y p e s o f South C a r o l i n a commerce, 

such as r i c e , s l a v e s , naval s t o r e s , lumber, and fo o d s t u f f s ( B r o w n e i i and 

G o i d f i e i d 1977: 3 7 ) . 

C a r o l i n a ' s p r o x i m i t y t o her enemies and d i s t a n c e from her a l l i e s made 

her easy p r e y . As a B r i t i s h c o l o n y , she was i n v o l v e d , d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y , 

i n England's c o n f l i c t s . The War o f t h e Grand A l l i a n c e was known t o t h e 

E n g l i s h c o l o n i e s as King W i l l i a m ' s War, t h e War o f t h e Spanish Succession 

as Queen Ann's War, t h e War o f the A u s t r i a n Succession as King George's War, 

and t h e Seven Years War as the French and I n d i a n War. Thus a t l e a s t s e v e n t y 
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F i g u r e 2 

Charles Town i n 1704; a s t o u t l y 

f o r t i f i e d c i t y f r o n t i n g t he 

Cooper R i v e r , w i t h wide s t r e e t s 

and r e g u l a r l o t s . 

"A Plan o f Cha r l e s Town fr o m a 

Survey o f Edward C r i s p , 1704" 
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o f t he hundred and s i x years o f C a r o l i n a ' s e x i s t e n c e as a B r i t i s h c o l o n y 

were a f f e c t e d by Old World h o s t i l i t i e s . T h i s had a d i r e c t impact on t h e 

town as her overseas t r a d e , the f o u n d a t i o n o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s p r o s p e r i t y , was 

s e v e r e l y i n j u r e d by f r e q u e n t c a p t u r e s o f v e s s e l s by armed French and Spanish 

s h i p s (Ramsay I858: 117). 

As t h e major p o r t and t r a d e c e n t e r i n C a r o l i n a , C h a r l e s t o n was a f o c a l 

p o i n t o f b o t h t r a d e r s and p l a n t e r s . C h a r l e s t o n boasted n o t o n l y t h e b u s i ­

nesses and r e s i d e n c e s o f i t s f a c t o r s , m e r c h a n t s , a r t i s a n s and l a b o r e r s , b u t 

a l s o t h e townhouses o f many o f t h e c o l o n y ' s l a r g e p l a n t e r s . The townspeople 

tended t o l o c a t e i n areas c o n v e n i e n t f o r t h e i r b u s i n e s s , r e s u l t i n g i n an 

e a r l y c o n c e n t r a t i o n on and around t h e w h a r v e s , on what i s now East Bay 

S t r e e t . The deep, narrow l o t s and s c a r c i t y o f l a n d i n t h e town p r o p e r 

l e d t o b u i l d i n g s h o u s i n g b o t h a b u s i n e s s and r e s i d e n c e , u s u a l l y t h a t o f 

t h e p r o p r i e t o r . As these businessmen grew i n w e a l t h , they g e n e r a l l y would 

move t h e i r f a m i l y t o a more s p a c i o u s s i t u a t i o n . The Broad P a t h , now known 

as King S t r e e t , was the main road f r o m C h a r l e s t o n t o t h e b a c k c o u n t r y and 

ran t h r o u g h town and up a l o n g what was l a t e r r e f e r r e d t o as t h e Neck. 

On t h e Neck, which d u r i n g t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y was p r i m a r i l y t h e 

s i t e o f p l a n t a t i o n s and small f a r m s , merchants sometimes b u i l t s t o r e s 

o u t s i d e t h e c i t y gates t o c a t e r t o the b a c k c o u n t r y t r a d e ( S e l l e r s 1970: 

3 5 ) . The n o r t h e r n r e g i o n o f King S t r e e t on t h e Neck se r v e d as t h e back-

c o u n t r y ' s a r t e r y t o C h a r l e s t o n . By t h e 1 7 7 0 ' s , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 wagons 

came t o C h a r l e s t o n ( E a r l e and Hoffman 1977: 36) and, t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a t e 

e i g h t e e n t h and e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , wagon y a r d s were a common s i g h t 

on t h i s s e c t i o n o f King S t r e e t ( C h a r l e s t o n C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s 1 7 9 0 - 1 8 1 6 ) . 

Charles Eraser ( I 7 8 2 - I 8 6 O ) , i n h i s Reminiscences, w r o t e t h a t , i n h i s 

y o u t h , a l l the r e t a i l b u s i n e s s o f t h e s t a t e was c e n t e r e d i n C h a r l e s t o n . 

There were no p u r e l y w h o l e s a l e merchants i n t h e c i t y and t h e major r e t a i l 

s t o r e s were l o c a t e d on B road, E l l i o t t , and Tradd S t r e e t s . Eraser r e c a l l e d . 

Shopping amongst t h e l a d i e s , i n those d a y s , was a l t o g e t h e r a 

b u s i n e s s m a t t e r . K i n g - s t r e e t , now so a t t r a c t i v e , w i t h i t s 

gorgeous windows and d a z z l i n g d i s p l a y o f goods e m u l a t i n g a 

T u r k i s h b a z a a r , and i n v i t i n g them t o a d a i l y f a s h i o n a b l e 

promenade, was then c h i e f l y o c c u p i e d by h u c k s t e r s , p e d l a r s and 

t a v e r n k e e p e r s . Hence i t was not uncommon t o see l i v e r i e d 

equipages and wagons drawn up b e f o r e t h e same s t o r e . . . 

( E r a s e r 1854: 1 2 - 1 3 ) . 

T h i s d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n was a l s o c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f those a r t i s a n s who 

o f t e n n o t o n l y s o l d , b u t a l s o r e p a i r e d and made some o f t h e i r p r i m a r y 

items o f t r a d e . 

As t h e c e n t e r o f commerce - w h o l e s a l e , r e t a i l , o v e r s e a s , l o c a l -

C h a r l e s t o n a t t r a c t e d p l a n t e r s f o r economic r e a s o n s . T h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

o f i m p o r t a n t commercial t r a n s a c t i o n s i n one town caused an e q u a l l y c e n t e r e d 

s o c i a l l i f e t o d e v e l o p c o n c u r r e n t l y i n C h a r l e s t o n . P r i o r t o 1700, t h e 

c o l o n y developed an e x t e n s i v e t r a d e i n p r o v i s i o n s f o r t h e West I n d i e s . 

Food s t u f f s and c a t t l e were t r a n s p o r t e d t o market on t h e r i v e r s and a l o n g 

the banks. Even a f t e r p l a n t a t i o n s o f r i c e and i n d i g o had become common. 
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F i g u r e 3 

C h a r l e s t o n i n 1739, showing 

t h e r a p i d e x p a n s i o n o f t h e c i t y 

i n t h e 1730's. Development i s 

p r i m a r i l y w e s t w a r d , towards t h e 

Ashley R i v e r . As a r e s u l t o f 

the i n c r e a s e d s h i p p i n g l o a d , t h e 

w a t e r f r o n t area shows c o n s i d e r a b l e 

development. 

"The Ichnography o f Charles-Town 

a t High Water", by Roberts and Toms. 
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many u p c o u n t r y p l a n t e r s and f a r m e r s r a i s e d l a r g e herds o f c a t t l e and, a l t h o u g h 

the d a i r y p r o d u c t s were used t o s u p p o r t t h e i r s l a v e s , s o l d v a s t q u a n t i t i e s 

o f beef i n C h a r l e s t o n . The p l a n t a t i o n system a l s o depended on easy t r a n s ­

p o r t t o market o f l a r g e amounts o f raw m a t e r i a l s i n b u l k f o r which C h a r l e s t o n , 

w i t h i t s access t o the i n t e r i o r and h a r b o r , was the p e r f e c t d e p o s i t o r y 

( S e l l e r s 1970: 5 ) . D e s p i t e C h a r l e s t o n ' s i n c r e a s i n g t r a d e i n p r o v i s i o n s 

i n t h e 1730's, r i c e soon came t o t h e f o r e f r o n t as the major t r a d i n g commodity, 

p a r t i c u l a r a f t e r a 1729 A c t o f P a r l i a m e n t which a l l o w e d t h e B r i t i s h c o l o n y 

t o e x p o r t i t s r i c e d i r e c t l y t o p o r t s s o u t h o f Cape F i n l s t e r r e . The 

consequent s t i m u l u s g i v e n t o r i c e p r o d u c t i o n r e s u l t e d i n an i n c r e a s e d 

demand f o r acreage and s l a v e s and a c o r r e s p o n d i n g decrease i n t h e development 

o f f o o d s t u f f s and i n c r e a s e i n demand. Soon Governor James Glen was l a m e n t i n g 

t h a t South C a r o l i n a had t o i m p o r t , " g r e a t q u a n t i t i e s o f b r e a d , f l o u r , b e e f , 

hams, bacon, and o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s " . T h i s s i t u a t i o n p e r s i s t e d u n t i l C a r o l i n a ' s 

b a c k c o u n t r y was s e t t l e d . From 1724 t o 1774, r i c e accounted f o r f r o m one 

h a l f t o two t h i r d s o f t h e t o t a l v a l u e o f South C a r o l i n a ' s e x p o r t s . F o l l o w i n g 

i n d i g o ' s development i n t h e 1740's, t h a t c r o p came t o rank second i n terms 

o f e x p o r t s and p r o v i s i o n s ; lumber, and naval s t o r e s , f r o m C a r o l i n a ' s now 

p r o d u c t i v e b a c k c o u n t r y , were t h i r d ( B r o w n e i i and G o i d f i e i d 1977: 3 8 ) . 

The i n s t i t u t i o n a l i mportance o f C h a r l e s t o n as C a r o l i n a ' s m e r c a n t i l e , 

j u d i c i a l , and governmental c e n t e r made i t an i m p o r t a n t f o c u s o f c o l o n i a l 

l i f e . Poor i n l a n d communications and t r a v e l l i n g c o n d i t i o n s made i t v i r ­

t u a l l y i m p e r a t i v e f o r a p l a n t e r i n t e r e s t e d i n s o c i e t y t o r e s i d e i n C h a r l e s t o n 

a t l e a s t o c c a s i o n a l l y , w h i l e t h e danger o f f e v e r s made i t d e s i r a b l e d u r i n g 

the summer months f o r even t h e most r e s o l u t e r e c l u s e . As a m e e t i n g c e n t e r 

f o r s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y g e n t r y , C h a r l e s t o n served t o f u l f i l l much t h e 

same purpose as London. The t r a d i t i o n a l London townhouse and absentee 

e s t a t e p r o p r i e t o r s h i p w i t h o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t s t o t h e c o u n t r y were emulated 

by the C h a r i e s t o n i a n s . Some p l a n t e r s were o n l y a b l e t o r e n t q u a r t e r s . 

Others i n d u l g e d t h e i r t a s t e f o r t h e g r a n d i o s e and b u i l t l a r g e , s t r i k i n g 

r e s i d e n c e s f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . A l t h o u g h these p l a n t e r s g e n e r a l l y chose 

l o t s near t h e w a t e r f o r the r e p u t e d h e a l t h b e n e f i t s , t h e y were a l s o 

i n f l u e n c e d by w e a l t h and t a s t e i n t h e i r d e c i s i o n s . Some, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

the r i c e p l a n t e r s i n t h e mid 1700's, s i t u a t e d themselves a l o n g t h e 

B a t t e r y (Oakes 1982: 10) but o t h e r s , p r e f e r r i n g more s p a c i o u s l o t s on 

which gardens and p l e a s u r e p a v i l i o n s were p o s s i b l e , spread themselves 

a l o n g the Ashley and Cooper R i v e r s . 

The w e a l t h o f the p l a n t e r s was based on b l a c k s e r v i t u d e . The 

d e f i n i t i o n o f a s l a v e as r e a l e s t a t e was f i r s t w r i t t e n i n t o law by t h e 

V i r g i n i a l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1705. D e s p i t e t h e v a r i o u s s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

s t a t u t e s passed r e s t r i c t i n g and, i n some c a s e s , d e p r i v i n g , b l a c k s o f 

r i g h t s , t h i s was the b e g i n n i n g o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f t h a t i d e a 

t h a t s l a v e s were merely a n o t h e r f o r m o f p r o p e r t y and, as s u c h , c o u l d be 

passed down fro m g e n e r a t i o n t o g e n e r a t i o n a l o n g w i t h Grandmother's c h i n a . 

To many, s l a v e h o l d i n g was an i d e a l ; an economic a s p i r a t i o n o f t e n o n l y 

a c h i e v e d i n m i d d l e age o r l a t e r . Thus the s l a v e h o l d i n g c l a s s was f l u i d , 

n o t s t a t i c ; f r o m I83O t o i 8 6 0 , a t l e a s t 170,000 people i n t h e s o u t h e r n 
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F i g u r e 4 

C h a r l e s t o n i n 1788, a t t h e h e i g h t 

o f i t s commercial g l o r y . The 

w a t e r f r o n t i s w e l l d e v e l o p e d , 

as i s t h e King S t . - M e e t i n g S t . 

commercial c o r r i d o r . Develop­

ment has now moved n o r t h w a r d . 

Meeting and Broad have become 

the m u n i c i p a l c o r e o f t h e c i t y . 
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s t a t e s became s l a v e h o l d e r s (Oakes 1982: 6 7 ) . Not a l l " m a s t e r s " , however, 

had l a r g e h o l d i n g s , nor were t h e y a l l p l a n t e r s . I f a p l a n t e r i s d e f i n e d 

as p o s s e s s i n g a t l e a s t t w e n t y s l a v e s , t h e r e were as many women and urban 

d w e l l e r s among s l a v e h o l d e r s as t h e r e p l a n t e r s . B l a c k , m u l a t t o , and N a t i v e 

American s l a v e h o l d e r s were al m o s t as numerous as those " p l a n t e r a r i s t o c r a t s " 

p o s s e s s i n g f i f t y bondsmen o r more (Oakes 1982: 51)-

Thus b l a c k s e r v i t u d e was c o n f i n e d t o n e i t h e r t h e r u r a l nor t h e r i c h . 

In 1850, f i f t y n i n e p e r c e n t o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s a d u l t w h i t e males e i t h e r owned 

o r h i r e d bondsmen (Oakes 1982: 5 0 ) . One o b s e r v e r n o t e d . 

B a r b e r s . . . are s u p p o r t e d i n i d l e n e s s and ease by t h e i r negroes who 

do t h e b u s i n e s s ; and i n f a c t many mechanicks bear n o t h i n g more o f 

t h e f r t r a d e than t h e name ( S e l l e r s 1970: 102-103). 

The demand f o r s l a v e l a b o r f o r a wide v a r i e t y o f work s t i m u l a t e d t h e p r a c t i c e 

o f h i r i n g o u t . Under t h i s s y s t e m , t h e s l a v e would e i t h e r be h i r e d o u t by 

h i s master f o r a p r e d e t e r m i n e d amount o f money o r would f i n d h i s own employ­

ment and r e t u r n t o h i s owner an agreed upon sum. As t h i s p r a c t i c e d e v e l o p e d , 

more and more s l a v e s began l i v i n g o u t on t h e i r own. T h i s a l l o w e d s l a v e s 

more freedom from s u p e r v i s i o n . Owners a l s o b e n e f i t e d by t h e subsequent 

d i m u n i t i o n o f h o u s i n g expenses and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Sometimes the s e 

s l a v e s r e s i d e d i n shacks i n narrow a l l e y s o r b e h i n d b u i l d i n g s . Other 

t i m e s , t h e y would r e n t an e n t i r e house, g e n e r a l l y s m a l l , wooden and l o c a t e d 

on t h e Neck, o r lease a room from a f r e e b l a c k (Wade 1964: 1 1 5 ) . 

Free b l a c k s were an anomaly i n C h a r l e s t o n ' s s o c i e t y w h i c h many w h i t e s 

f e l t s h o u l d n o t e x i s t . In I 7 8 3 , a c i t y o r d i n a n c e was passed r e q u i r i n g e v e r y 

f r e e b l a c k over f i f t e e n y e a r s o f age t o o b t a i n , f o r a f e e o f f i v e s h i l l i n g s , 

a badge from t h e c i t y t r e a s u r e r w h i c h was t o be worn "suspended by a s t r i n g 

o r rabband, and exposed t o view on h i s b r e a s t " ( S e l l e r s 1970: 1 0 2 ) . In t h e 

town's j u d i c i a l s y s t e m , t h e f r e e b l a c k was an u n d e s i r e d n u i s a n c e . A l t h o u g h 

b l a c k s were unable t o p r o s e c u t e o r t e s t i f y a g a i n s t a w h i t e , i n m a t t e r s o f 

p r o p e r t y f r e e b l a c k s d e a l t w i t h w h i t e s on terms o f r e l a t i v e e q u a l i t y . T h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y was t h o r o u g h l y u n d e r s t o o d and some f r e e b l a c k s came t o own 

c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts o f r e a l e s t a t e . By t h e l 8 5 0 ' s , a p p r o x i m a t e l y s e v e n t y 

f i v e w h i t e s r e n t e d t h e i r homes from f r e e b l a c k s and one s t r e e t , Dereef's 

C o u r t , was named f o r t h e w e a l t h y freeman who owned t h e houses t h a t l i n e d 

both s i d e s o f the b l o c k ( B e r l i n 1974: 344; C h a r l e s t o n C i t y Census I 8 6 I ) . 

In a d d i t i o n t o r e a l e s t a t e , f r e e b l a c k s a l s o had t h e r i g h t t o own 

s l a v e s . T h i s p r i v i l e g e was r e c o g n i z e d as e a r l y as 1654 b u t , u n t i l t h e 

e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y when manumission laws became p r o h i b i t i v e l y s t r i c t , 

most bondsmen owned by b l a c k s were q u i c k l y r e l e a s e d . By the l 8 3 C ' s , t h e 

r e s t r i c t i o n s w h i c h had been i n c r e a s i n g l y p l a c e d by s o u t h e r n l e g i s l a t u r e s 

on manumission had made i t v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e f o r b l a c k owners t o f r e e 

t h e i r p r o p e r t y w i t h o u t moving t o a f r e e s t a t e . Thus, by I83C, t h e r e were 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,775 f r e e b l a c k s l a v e h o l d e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e South w i t h e i g h t y 

p e r c e n t i n the f o u r o l d e s t s l a v e h o l d i n g s t a t e s - L o u i s i a n a , South C a r o l i n a , 

V i r g i n i a and M a r y l a n d . Cf t h i s number, n e a r l y h a l f l i v e d i n c i t i e s , p r i ­

m a r i l y C h a r l e s t o n and New C r l e a n s (Cakes 1982: 4 7 ) . 
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F i g u r e 5 

C h a r l e s t o n i n 1802; t h e H a r l e s t o n 

V i l l a g e area has d e v e l o p e d , g r o w t h 

t o t h e n o r t h i s marked by i n t e n s i v e 

development a l o n g Meeting and King 

S t r e e t s . 

"Plan o f t h e C i t y o f C h a r l e s t o n , 

South C a r o l i n a " by G. Bonner. 
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Most f r e e b l a c k owners e i t h e r purchased t h e i r f a m i l i e s o r were m o t i v a t e d 

by h u m a n i t a r i a n i m p u l s e s . James H a r r i s o n Holloway ( 1 8 4 9 - 1 9 1 3 ) , a member 

o f a C h a r l e s t o n f r e e b l a c k f a m i l y , c i t e d t h r e e i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h h i s f a m i l y 

a c t e d o u t o f benevolence. Mrs. Mary Jane B e n f o r d , d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w o f 

Charles B e n f o r d , a s l a v e who had belonged t o R i c h a r d H o l l o w a y , James' 

f a t h e r , gave the f o l l o w i n g account o f how her f a t h e r - i n - l a w g a i n e d h i s 

freedom. 

In 1832, h i s owner, Mary S h u b r i c k d i e d and her c h i l d r e d , Mrs. 

Sarah A. T r a p i e r and Edward S h u b r i c h as A d m i n i s t r a t i x and Admin­

i s t r a t o r gave him C h a r l e s B e n f o r d , t h e p r i v i l e g e o f p u r c h a s i n g 

h i m s e l f f o r the nominal sum o f 3CC. (Three hundred d o l l a r s ) and 

gave him t h r e e years t o pay t h e money w i t h o u t i n t e r e s t . 

But i t was necessary f o r him t o g e t someone t o h o l d him as h i s 

p r o p e r t y , as t h e law would n o t r e c o g n i z e him as f r e e and so he 

ha v i n g c o n f i d e n c e i n Mr. R i c h a r d H o l l o w a y , g o t him t o assume t h e 

o b l i g a t i o n s w h i l e he, Cha r l e s B e n f o r d , p a i d the money. 

The t r a n s a c t i o n was n o t o f any f i n a n c i a l b e n e f i t t o Mr. H o l l o w a y , 

he b e i n g a c t u a t e d o n l y by b r o t h e r l y l o v e i n t h e m a t t e r t h e y both 

b e i n g Leaders i n t h e M e t h o d i s t Episcopal Church, 

My F a t h e r - i n - l a w d e l i g h t e d t o t e l l t h i s as e v i d e n c e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n 

c h a r a c t e r o f Mr. R i c h a r d Holloway (Holloway P a p e r s ) . 

i t i s as d i f f i c u l t , however, t o g e n e r a l i z e about b l a c k s l a v e h o l d e r s 

as i t i s f o r w h i t e . The few l a r g e b l a c k s l a v e h o l d e r s were g e n e r a l l y a t 

l e a s t h a l f w h i t e and were t r e a t e d h o s t i l e l y by b o t h b l a c k and w h i t e . As 

s e c e s s i o n and b a t t l e n e a r e d , t h e r e were i n c r e a s e d e f f o r t s t o r e s t r i c t 

b l a c k ownership o f s l a v e s due t o nervousness on b e h a l f o f w h i t e s as t o 

how f a r f r e e b l a c k s c o u l d be t r u s t e d . Slaves were e q u a l l y d i s t u r b e d , though 

f o r d i f f e r e n t reasons. A Texas s l a v e c o m p l a i n e d , 

Cne n i g g e r ' s no b u s i n e s s t o s a r v e a n o t h e r . I t ' s bad enough t o have 

t o sarve a w h i t e man w i t h o u t b e i n g p a i d f o r i t , w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o 

sarv e a b l a c k man (Cakes 1982: 4 8 - 4 9 ) . 

There was a d i s t i n c t tendency f o r C h a r l e s t o n ' s f r e e b l a c k s t o l i v e a t 

more o f a d i s t a n c e f r o m w h i t e s than s l a v e s . In I 8 6 I , t h e index o f d i s ­

s i m i l a r i t y between w h i t e s and f r e e b l a c k s was more than t w i c e t h a t between 

w h i t e s and s l a v e s ( B e r l i n 1974: 2 5 7 ) . Several f a c t o r s account f o r t h i s 

v a r i a t i o n . Many f r e e b l a c k s u n d o u b t e d l y p r e f e r r e d t o m a i n t a i n a d i s c r e t e 

d i s t a n c e f r o m w h i t e s . Wealth and p o s i t i o n were no g u a r a n t e e o f immunity 

from harassment by any w h i t e , r e g a r d l e s s o f age, sex, i n f l u e n c e , o r a f ­

f l u e n c e . A l e t t e r i n f o r m a i n g a f r i e n d o r r e l a t i v e o f a f a m i l y ' s i n t e n d e d 

e m i g r a t i o n t o L i b e r i a d e c l a r e d t h a t , 

we have a f i n e c o u n t r y where we may b e t t e r o u r s e l v e s & c a l l i t our 

own t h e r e . . . a c c o r d i n g t o t h e d i c t a t e s o f our own c o n s c i e n c e under 

our own Vine and F i g t r e e and none t o m o l e s t us o r make us a f f r a i d . 

(Hoiloway P a p e r s ) . 
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F i g u r e 6 

C h a r i e s t o n i n i 8 5 2 ; deveiopment 

and a n n e x a t i o n o f t h e Neck, con­

s i d e r a b i e g r o w t h t o t h e n o r t h . 

"An O r i g i n a i Map o f t h e C i t y 

o f C h a r i e s t o n , South C a r o i i n a " 

by B r i d g e n s and Ai i e n . 
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By 1861, the p r a c t i c e o f h i r i n g o u t had become common. These s i a v e s 

were o f t e n a t t r a c t e d t o t h e Neck by t h e iower r e n t and t h e d i s t a n c e i t 

wouid p i a c e between them and t h e i r m a s t e r s . R e i a t i v e a f f i u e n c e and t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f h i r i n g o u t e n a b i e d some f r e e b i a c k s and s i a v e s t o choose t h e i r 

p i a c e o f r e s i d e n c e . O t h e r s , however, were not so f o r t u n a t e . Numerous 

s l a v e s were compelled t o r e s i d e w i t h t h e i r m a s t e r , o r wherever he m i g h t 

choose. Many f r e e b i a c k s , t h r u s t i n t o c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h t h e i r e n s l a v e d 

b r e t h e r n , were f o r c e d t o a c c e p t e q u a l l y low wages and found i t e x c e e d i n g l y 

d i f f i c u l t t o a l l o w any c o n s i d e r a t i o n o t h e r than f i n a n c i a l t o d e t e r m i n e 

t h e i r p i a c e o f r e s i d e n c e . 

Not a i l o f t h e s l a v e s ' c o m p e t i t o r s , however, were b l a c k . Q u i t e a 

number o f w h i t e mechanics were thrown i n t o d a i l y c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e i r 

b l a c k b r e t h e r n . The w idespread employment o f s i a v e s i n a v a r i e t y o f s e r v i c e s 

f o r h i s master and o t h e r s p r e v e n t e d any r e a l deveiopment o f t h e mechanic 

a r t s among w h i t e s . The p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n f l i c t i n w h i t e and b l a c k a r t i s a n 

competing f o r , and p e r f o r m i n g , i d e n t i c a l t a s k s o f t e n l e d t o a deep a v e r s i o n 

between t h e two g r o u p s . F r e d e r i c k D o u g l a s s , h i m s e l f a p a r t i c i p a n t a t one 

t i m e i n t h i s economic and, on o c c a s i o n , p h y s i c a l w a r f a r e , d e c l a r e d t h a t , 

The s l a v e h o l d e r s . . . by e n c o u r a g i n g t h e e n m i t y o f t h e p o o r , l a b o r i n g 

w h i t e man a g a i n s t t h e b i a c k s , succeeds i n making t h e s a i d w h i t e 

man almost as much o f a s l a v e as t h e b l a c k man h i m s e l f . . . The s l a v e 

i s robbed, by h i s m a s t e r , o f a i l h i s e a r n i n g s , above what i s r e q u i r e d 

f o r h i s bare p h y s i c a l n e c e s s i t i e s ; and t h e w h i t e man i s robbed by t h e 

s l a v e system, o f the j u s t r e s u l t s o f h i s l a b o r , because he i s f l u n g 

5 i n t o c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h a c l a s s o f l a b o r e r s who work w i t h o u t wages... 

The i m p r e s s i o n is...made, t h a t s l a v e r y i s the o n l y power t h a t can 

: p r e v e n t the l a b o r i n g w h i t e man f r o m f a i l i n g t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e s l a v e ' s 

p o v e r t y and d e g r a d a t i o n (Douglass 1969: 309-311). 

In a s o c i e t y where s l a v e r y was synonymous w i t h l a b o r , many a r t i s a n s 

came t o scorn t h e i r work and h i r e d o r bought s i a v e s t o c a r r y on t h e i r 

b u s i n e s s (Nevins 19^7: 4 9 1 ) . Others m i g r a t e d t o t h e n o r t h e r n c o l o n i e s 

where wages were iower b u t t h e i r s o c i a l s t a t u s h i g h e r ( S e l l e r s 1970: 

1 0 3 ) . T h i s l e d t o a dependence on s l a v e l a b o r w h i c h proved d e t r i m e n t a l 

t o t h e t e c h n o i o g i c a i and i n d u s t r i a l deveiopment o f C a r o i i n a . In a 

s i t u a t i o n where l a b o r i n t e n s i v e methods were o f t e n n o t m e r e l y f e a s a b l e 

but a c t u a l l y d e s i r a b l e , t h e r e was a d i s i n c e n t i v e t o modernize the a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l s e c t o r . I n d u s t r y s u f f e r e d f r o m t h e same han d i c a p w i t h t h e 

r e s u l t t h a t the South i n g e n e r a l lagged s i g n i f i c a n t l y b ehind o t h e r areas 

i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g t e c h n i q u e s and r e s u l t s . Thus t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f mercan­

t i l i s t laws f o l l o w i n g t h e R e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h had governed t h e p r o d u c t i v e 

c a p a b i l i t i e s o f t h e c o l o n i e s , had l i t t l e e f f e c t on t h e economy o f 

C h a r i e s t o n . I n s t e a d , t h e c i t y c o n t i n u e d t o r e l y h e a v i l y on raw m a t e r i a l s , 

a t t h i s p o i n t p r i m a r i l y a g r i c u l t u r a l , f o r i t s p r o s p e r i t y . C h a r l e s t o n ' s 

deveiopment as a s o c i a l c e n t e r had s t a b i l i z e d i t s urban economy but o f f e r e d 

few o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r e x p a n s i o n . The economic w e l l - b e i n g o f the town 
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depended on t h e monetary success o f t h e c o u n t r y s o c i e t y f o r w h i c h i t 

was t h e c e n t e r (Powers i 9 7 2 : i 5 ) . The removal o f t h e c a p i t a l f r o m C h a r i e s t o n 

t o Columbia i n 1788 c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y t o the i n s t i t u t i o n a l d e c l i n e o f 

th e o l d e r c i t y , w h i l e t h e success o f r a i l r o a d s and steam e x a c e r b a t e d her 

economic r e c e s s i o n . By 1826, one o b s e r v e r was w r i t i n g , 

i t (Columbia) has engrossed much o f t h e t r a d e w h i c h . . . C h a r i e s t o n 

f o r m e r l y e n j o y e d ; t h e produce o f t h e b a c k c o u n t r y s t o p p i n g h e r e , t o 

be t r a n s p o r t e d by w a t e r t o t h a t c i t y , i n s t e a d o f p r o c e e d i n g as 

f o r m e r l y , by land ( M i l l s 1972: 699; see Lewis 1976: 2 6 ) . 

C h a r l e s t o n ' s economic and s o c i a l d e c l i n e o c c u r r e d as t h e c i t y was 

growi n g i n c r e a s i n g l y d e f e n s i v e o f i t s " p e c u l i a r i n s t i t u t i o n " . The c i t y 

s u l l e n l y w i t h d r e w i n t o i t s e l f , eschewing t h e p r e s e n t and g l o r i f y i n g i t s 

p a s t . The d i s a s t e r o u s f i r e o f i 8 6 i d e s t r o y e d much o f downtown C h a r i e s t o n 

and t he War Between t h e S t a t e s , a l t h o u g h s p a r i n g C h a r i e s t o n t h e ravages 

p e r p e t r a t e d upon A t l a n t a , Columbia and many o t h e r a r e a s , s e t t h e seal on 

an e r a . 
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CHAPTER 1 I I 

INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH TOPICS 

F o l l o w i n g t h e deveiopment o f a g e n e r a l o u t l i n e o f t h e la n d use 

h i s t o r y o f t h e c i t y , a number o f i n d i v i d u a l t o p i c s were r e s e a r c h e d , i n 

an a t t e m p t t o p i n p o i n t t he i o c a t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s . 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n t a i n s t h e r e s u l t s o f r e s e a r c h on the s e s t o p i c s t o d a t e . 

Each t o p i c w i l l be d i s c u s s e d s e p a r a t e l y . 

S u b d i v i s i o n s and C h a r l e s t o n ' s N o r t h e r n Deveiopment 

When C h a r l e s t o n ' s s e t t l e r s moved fr o m A l b e m a r l e P o i n t t o t h e p e n i n s u l a r 

a r e a , they s e t t l e d a l o n g t h e Cooper R i v e r i n th e area e n c l o s e d by p r e s e n t -

day Water S t r e e t , East Bay S t r e e t , Cumberland S t r e e t and Meeting S t r e e t . 

The Grand Model encompasses t h e h i g h land i n t h i s area (See F i g u r e 8 ) . 
From t h i s n u c l e u s , s e t t l e m e n t soon spread w e s t w a r d , and then n o r t h w a r d , 

t o p r e s e n t day B e a u f a i n S t r e e t , t h e c i t y l i m i t u n t i l 1783-

P r i o r t o i n t e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t , t he areas o f t h e p e n i n s u l a above 

B e a u f a i n S t r e e t were a s e r i e s o f p l a n t a t i o n s and small f a r m s . Many t r a c t s 

began as l a r g e i a n d h o i d i n g s , o f t e n l a t e r d i v i d e d between c h i l d r e n . Many 

o f these t r a c t s were n o t improved upon, b u t were purchased s i m p l y f o r 

land s p e c u l a t i o n purposes (see Oakes 1982: i O ) . As urban deveiopment 

spread n o r t h w a r d a l o n g t h e p e n i n s u l a , t h e s e t r a c t s were s u b d i v i d e d and 

deve l o p e d . Research was un d e r t a k e n t o d e t e r m i n e when areas were s u b d i v i d e d , 

and what s t r u c t u r e s , i f any, were p r e s e n t p r i o r t o s u b d i v i s i o n . Both c i t y -

wide maps and p r o p e r t y - s p e c i f i c p l a t s were used f o r t h e r e s e a r c h . 

F i g u r e 7 demonstrates the g e n e r a l p a t t e r n s o f gr o w t h f o r t h e p e n i n ­

s u l a r c i t y , based on h i s t o r i c maps o f t h e c i t y ( B r i d g e n s and A l i e n 1852; 
Bonner i 8 0 2 ; P e t r i e 1788; Roberts and Toms 1739; C r i s p 1704). The i l l u s ­

t r a t i o n c l e a r l y d emonstrates t h a t i n i t i a l g r o w t h was t o t h e w e s t , f i l l i n g 

a i l a v a i l a b l e h i g h l a n d . Growth then moved n o r t h and w e s t , g r a d u a l l y 

f i l l i n g t h e p e n i n s u l a . Growth t o th e e a s t i n d i c a t e s t h e deveiopment o f 

wharves and g r a d u a l i n f i l l i n g o f a s s o c i a t e d m a r s h l a n d . 

F i g u r e 8 i n d i c a t e s t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f each s u b d i v i s i o n , and t h e 

date o f t h e s u b d i v i s i o n . F i g u r e 9 i n d i c a t e s t h e i o c a t i o n o f any p r e v i o u s 

s t r u c t u r e s . Each s u b d i v i s i o n w i l l be d i s c u s s e d s e p a r a t e l y , i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

o r d e r by da t e o f s u b d i v i s i o n . The d i s c u s s i o n w i l l o u t l i n e a g e n e r a l h i s t o r y 

o f each s u b d i v i s i o n , and i n d i c a t e p o s s i b l e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s o f p a r t i c u l a r 

i n t e r s e t . Where none were l o c a t e d , o n l y a g e n e r a l h i s t o r y o f t h e area i s 

g i v e n . 
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F i g u r e 7 

P a t t e r n s o f growth and deveiopment 

o f C h a r l e s t o n , based on h i s t o r i c 

maps o f t h e c i t y . 

M 1704 

M 1739 

O 1788 

W. 1802 

O 1852 
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F i g u r e 8 

Area encompassed by t h e o r i g i n a 

Grand Modei , and subsequent sub 

d1 v i s i o n s . 
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RHETTSBURY'^^ 7 

1773-



F i g u r e 9 

L o c a t i o n o f s t r u c t u r e s p r e s e n t 

p r i o r t o s u b d i v i s i o n o f areas 

o u t s i d e o f t h e o r i g i n a i c i t y . 
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Ansonborough: The e a r l i e s t s u b d i v i s i o n v e n t u r e was un d e r t a k e n by 

Captain George Anson i n 1747. T h i s land was p a r t o f an o r i g i n a i g r a n t t o 

Isaac Mazyck i n 1720. S i x t y t h r e e a c r e s o f t h i s were s o l d t o Thomas 

Gadsden i n 1726. Gadsden s o l d a small t r a c t t o F r a n c i s L e B r a s e u r , and 

George Anson a c q u i r e d t h e r e s t i n 1747- S u b d i v i s i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n 

began i m m e d i a t e l y (RMCO C C - i 6 i ; BB-137; RR-522; McCrady P l a t 4 8 6 ) . A i l 

o f t h e o r i g i n a i s t r u c t u r e s were o f wood ,^ ; , - .̂ X: • Anson's home was 

o f c y p r e s s , a t pre s e n t - d a y 79 Anson S t r e e t . 

No p l a t s c o u l d be l o c a t e d showing e a r l y s t r u c t u r e s ; t h e area appears 

t o have been undeveloped p r i o r t o C a p t a i n Anson's s u b d i v i s i o n . The 1739 

map o f C h a r i e s t o n shows no s t r u c t u r e s i n t h i s a r e a ; t h e 1788 map o f t h e 

c i t y i n d i c a t e s f i f t e e n s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e s u b d i v i s i o n . 

Mazyck Lands: The Mazyck Lands a r e the o n l y body o f l a n d below 

B e a u f a i n S t r e e t n o t i n c l u d e d i n t h e o r i g i n a i Grand Modei a r e a . The 

t r a c t was o r i g i n a l l y c l a i m e d by John V a n d e r h o r s t by v i r t u e o f a g r a n t 

t o Joshua Morton i n 1689 (McCrady P l a t 174-01). F o l l o w i n g l e g a l com­

p l i c a t i o n s , t h e l a n d was r e - g r a n t e d t o James Moore i n 1698 (Stoney 1944: 

126) . The land was w i l l e d t o Isaac Mazyck i n 1712, and was p a r t i t i o n e d 

among Mazyck's sons i n 1742 (RMCO B3-468). 

The 1739 map i n d i c a t e s a l a r g e cemetary ("Old B u r i a l G r o u n d " ) , t h e 

new powder magazine, and t h e work house i n t h i s a r e a . The map suggests 

t h a t t he work house was l o c a t e d a t t h e southwest c o r n e r o f Logan and 

Magazine S t r e e t s , w h i l e t h e powder magazine was a t t h e s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r 

o f F r a n k l i n and Magazine. The b u r i a l ground was c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n t h e 

b l o c k bounded by Magazine, Queen, Logan and F r a n k l i n ( F i g . 8, #a) . 

The t r a c t was l a i d o u t i n t o i n d i v i d u a l l o t s i n 1786 (McCrady P l a t 

1 7 4 ) ; by t h i s t i m e s e v e r a l s t r u c t u r e s were e x t a n t i n t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n 

p o r t i o n o f the t r a c t ( F i g . 8, # b ) . These s t r u c t u r e s were p r o b a b l y 

c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e Mazyck b r o t h e r s . Developers s h o u l d be aware o f 

p o s s i b l e e v i d e n c e o f p r e - r e v o i u t i o n a r y o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e s e two b l o c k s 

o f t h e t r a c t . 

By 1788 t h e t r a c t was w e l l developed and t h e r e were s e v e r a l s t r u c t u r e s 

i n t h e area ( P e t r i e 1 7 8 8 ) . The b l o c k c o n t a i n i n g t h e work house now a l s o 

c o n t a i n s t h e j a i l and poor house. The powder magazine i s s t i i i p r e s e n t , 

b u t i s shown one h a i f b l o c k s o u t h o f i t s i n d i c a t e d 1739 i o c a t i o n . A i l 

f o u r s t r u c t u r e s a r e i n d i c a t e d on t h e i802 map (Bonner i 8 0 2 ) . By the mid-

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e b l o c k was t h e s i t e o f s e v e r a l l a r g e m u n i c i p a l 

b u i l d i n g s . The b l o c k bounded by Magazine, Queen, Logan and F r a n k l i n S t r e e t s 

s h o u l d c o n t a i n e v i d e n c e o f s e v e r a l i n t e r e s t i n g e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e s . 

Care s h o u l d be taken d u r i n g any f u t u r e g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s i n 

t h i s a r e a . 

Wragg Lands, Wraggsborough: Wraggsborough and t h e o t h e r t r a c t s o f 

Wragg land were o r i g i n a l l y owned by t h e Wragg f a m i l y . An e x t e n s i v e g r a n t 

composing t h e Barony o f Wraggsborough was made t o t h e b r o t h e r s Joseph and 
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Samuel Wragg f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s i n b r i n g i n g o u t l a r g e numbers o f e m i g r a n t s 

(Smith 1971)- The lands were p a r t i t i o n e d among h e i r s o f t h e Wraggs i n 

1751 (Stoney 1944: 123; RMCO B3-233, 2 4 i ) . Deveiopment o f t h e areas began 

i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y (RMCO YiO-45; A 7 - 4 i 5 ; McCrady P l a t 1135, 549, 5 1 4 ) . 

By 1798 s e v e r a l s t r u c t u r e s were l o c a t e d w i t h i n Wragg lands i n t h e 

two b l o c k s bounded by Calhoun, V a n d e r h o r s t , Coming and P i t t S t r e e t s (McCrady 

P l a t 517, F i g u r e 8, # c ) . The Orphan House was p r e s e n t a t the s i t e o f the 

Sears B u i l d i n g by 1792. W i t h i n Wraggborough an e x t e n s i v e warehouse f o r 

t h e i n s p e c t i o n o f tobacco was c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e i7 9 0 ' s (McCrady P l a t 549; 

F i g u r e 8, # d ) . In 1822 these b u i l d i n g s were c o n v e r t e d t o an a r s e n a l 

t o p a t r o l t h e C h a r i e s t o n Neck a r e a . The tobacco warehouses a r e b e n e a t h ' 

t h e Old C i t a d e l b u i l d i n g . Wraggborough and the Wragg Lands developed r. 

r a p i d l y i n th e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

Gadsden's Lands o r M i d d l e s e x : Gadsden's Lands were p a r t o f t h e 

o r i g i n a i g r a n t t o Isaac Mazyck i n 1720. A f t e r s u c c e s s i v e o w n e r s , t w e n t y 

acres o f h i g h land and twe n t y acres o f marsh were s o l d t o C h r i s t o p h e r 

Gadsden i n 1768 (RMCO 05-251; McCrady P l a t 3 5 4 ) . He d i v i d e d t h e p r o p e r t y 

i n t o s i x wharf l o t s and 197 back l o t s (Stoney 1944: 1 2 7 ) . Gadsden's 

"stupendous work" (Bridenbaugh 1955: 138) was a tremendous commercial 

su c c e s s , e s p e c i a l l y h i s w h a r v e s , w h i c h i n s p i r e d o t h e r merchants i n s i m i l a r 

v e n t u r e s . By the t u r n o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y M i d d l e s e x was w e l l 

developed (See F i g . 8 #e)(McCrady P l a t 3544; RMCO 05-251; l 3 - 4 i 4 ) . 

H a r l e s t o n Vi i i a g e : H a r l e s t o n V i l l a g e was p a r t o f a g r a n t t o John 

Coming i n 1675, w h i c h ran f r o m r i v e r t o r i v e r . The e a s t p a r t passed f r o m 

t h e Comings, b u t t h e west p a r t remained i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n and passed t o 

Mrs. Coming's nephews, the H a r i e s t o n s . In 1767 th e w i l l o f John H a r l e s t o n 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t he had agreed w i t h h i s b r o t h e r s t o l a y o u t t h e t r a c t i n t o 

l o t s . No s t r u c t u r e s p r i o r t o t h i s d a t e have been l o c a t e d . The area 

developed s l o w l y , b u t by t h e t u r n o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y many houses 

were l o c a t e d i n t h e s u b d i v i s i o n . H a r l e s t o n i s shown as a name o n l y on 

P e t r i e ' s 1788 map, b u t Bonner's i802 map shows a t h r i v i n g community. 

R h e t t s b u r y : T h i s land was o r i g i n a l l y g r a n t e d t o W i l l i a m R h e t t i n 

1714, and was known as P o i n t P l a n t a t i o n . In 1716 Rh e t t b u i l t a s u b s t a n t i a l 

house, which s u r v i v e s today and i s l o c a t e d a t 54 H a s e i i S t r e e t ( F i g . 8 # f ) . 

Mr. R h e t t ' s house i s shown on t h e 1739 c i t y map (R o b e r t and Toms 1739), 

a l o n g w i t h s e v e r a l o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s a l o n g East Bay S t r e e t ( F i g . 8 # g ) . 

Documents i n d i c a t e t h a t these s t r u c t u r e s were " s e v e r a l l a r g e s t o r e h o u s e s 

o f b r i c k and o t h e r b u i l d i n g s as p a r t o f a w h a r f " (RMCO Y-484-495). The 

land was d i v i d e d i n 1773 among h i s g r e a t g r a n d d a u g h t e r s (McCrady P l a t 

3 6 i 4 ) . E a r l y o c c u p a t i o n o f R h e t t s b u r y i s weii-documented and i s p r o b a b l y 

w e l l p r e s e r v e d . The s i t e a t 54 H a s e i i and t h e area o f East Bay S t r e e t 

a r e c o n s i d e r e d h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Mazyckborough: Mazyckborough, l i k e o t h e r areas o f t h e c i t y , was 

g r a n t e d t o Isaac Mazyck ( P r o p r i e t a r y Grants v. 38: 3 i 6 ) . I t was sub­

d i v i d e d i n 1786 by Al e x a n d e r Mazyck (McCrady P l a t 479, 5 1 4 ) . The ar e a 
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developed d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . No s t r u c t u r e s a r e i n d i c a t e d i n 

the area p r i o r t o t h e 1786 s u b d i v i s i o n . 

Radci i f f b o r o u g h : To d a t e , v e r y l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n has been l o c a t e d 

on R a d c i i f f b o r o u g h . The t r a c t was developed by Thomas R a d c i i f f i n 1786. 

P l a t s o f t h i s s u b d i v i s i o n show no s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e area (McCrady P l a t 

538, 5 7 1 ; RMCO 13-509)- The area was developed i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y and appears t o have been a r a c i a l l y and s o c i o e c o n o m i c a i i y mixed 

n e i g h b o r h o o d . 

Ei i i o t b o r o u g h : E i i i o t b o r o u g h was the e s t a t e o f Barnard E l l i o t , w h i c h 

was d i v i d e d between h i s f o u r d a u g h t e r s i n 1785- A p l a t o f t h i s s u b d i v i s i o n 

(McCrady P l a t 6675; RMCO R4 -67, E6 -453, X7-409) shows an o l d tomb and t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n o f a s t r u c t u r e i n the e a s t e r n p o r t i o n o f t h e t r a c t ( F i g . 8 # h ) . 

N i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y p l a t s showing f u r t h e r s u b d i v i s i o n o f t h e t r a c t do n o t 

show the s e f o u n d a t i o n s (McCrady P l a t 6737, 6707). Perhaps they were 

d e s t r o y e d by t h i s t i m e . L i k e o t h e r areas o f t h e Neck, t h i s area was 

developed showiy i n the a n t e b e l l u m p e r i o d . 

Hampstead: The p r o p e r t y w h i c h became known as t h e v i l l a g e o f Hampstead 

was purchased by Henry Laurens f r o m George A u s t i n i n 1769- T h i s p l a n t a t i o n 

was known as " A u s t i n F i e i d " . Laurens had t h e t r a c t r e s u r v e y e d , and d i v i d e d 

i n t o i 4 0 l o t s . W i l l lam B a m p f i e i d became Henry Laurens' p a r t n e r i n t h e 

Hampstead v e n t u r e when he purchased one h a i f i n t e r e s t i n t h e p r o p e r t y ; 

L aurens, however, a c t e d as s o l e p r o p r i e t o r o f t h e s a l e s . 

F o r t u n a t e l y f o r r e s e a r c h e r s , Henry Laurens l e f t e x t e n s i v e r e c o r d s 

o f a i l h i s t r a n s a c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t he s a l e s o f t h e Hampstead l o t s 

(Papers o f Henry L a u r e n s , v o l . 7 ) . His r e c o r d s suggest t h a t t h e v e n t u r e 

was o n l y m o d e r a t e l y s u c c e s s f u l b e f o r e t h e R e v o l u t i o n . More i m p o r t a n t l y , 

Laurens s o l d o n l y 68 l o t s d u r i n g t he t w e n t y one months he a c t i v e l y 

promoted t he v e n t u r e -(November 1 7 6 9 -July 1771), and o f t h o s e , 38 were 

s o l d t o B a m p f i e i d . He a p p a r e n t l y r e t a i n e d t h e t i t l e t o t h e r e m a i n i n g 

u n s o l d l o t s which passed a t h i s death i n t r u s t f o r h i s g r a n d d a u g h t e r , 

Frances Eleanor Laurens (Papers o f Henry L a u r e n s , v o l . 7 ) . A complete 

l i s t o f t h e s a l e o f t h e Hampstead l o t s i s on f i i e a t t h e C h a r i e s t o n 

Museum. 

As i n d i c a t e d by Laurens' u n s u c c e s s f u l s a l e s , t h e Hampstead area 

developed s l o w l y . The area was n o t developed u n t i l t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

No r e c o r d s o f s t r u c t u r e s p r i o r t o t h i s t i m e have been l o c a t e d . F u r t h e r 

s u b d i v i s i o n o f the Hampstead area o c c u r r e d i n t h e l a t e a n t e b e l l u m p e r i o d 

(McCrady P l a t s 467; 908; 6789). 

Rugiey Lands: Very l i t t l e d o c u m e n t a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e on t h i s t r a c t . 

The area i s l o c a t e d i n the c e n t e r o f t h e Neck, w h i c h was n o t i n t e n s e l y 

s e t t l e d u n t i l the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The Rugiey t r a c t was s u b d i v i d e d 

in 1804, and developed g r a d u a l l y (RMCO Y8 -223; McCrady P l a t s 6723; 6732) . 
No s t r u c t u r e s were l o c a t e d p r i o r t o t h i s d a t e . 
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El 1 i o t Lands : L i k e t h e a d j o i n i n g R a d c i i f f b o r o u g h , t h e E l l i o t Lands 

in t h e Neck were surveyed and s u b d i v i d e d i n 1786. F u r t h e r s u b d i v i s i o n 

took p i a c e i n 1812. At t h i s t i m e a number o f s t r u c t u r e s a re shown a l o n g 

King S t r e e t (McCrady P l a t 5 7 1 ) ( f i g . 8 # j ) . T h i s i s n o t u n e x p e c t e d ; King 

S t r e e t was the main t h o r o u g h f a r e i n t o the c i t y and commercial growth 

c r e p t up t h e highway ahead o f subsequent r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e i o p m e n t . Thus 

th e areas a l o n g King S t r e e t s h o u l d c o n t a i n e a r l i e r s i t e s than t h e r e m a i n i n g 

areas o f t h e t r a c t . 

Cannonsborough: The area encompassed by Cannonsborough belonged t o 

Daniel Cannon from 1762 t o i 8 0 0 . I t remained i n t a c t u n t i l 1853, when i t 

was s u b d i v i d e d by Jonathan Lucas. The e a s t e r n p o r t i o n o f t h e area was 

a l r e a d y w e l l developed by t h i s t i m e ; t h e w e s t e r n p o r t i o n embraced t h r e e 

l a r g e m i l l ponds, e x t e n d i n g f r o m Calhoun S t r e e t n o r t h as f a r as S p r i n g 

S t r e e t and e a s t o f P r e s i d e n t s t r e e t (Stoney 1944). Cannon's m i l l s were 

an i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e f o r n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y C h a r i e s t o n . 

The e a r l i e s t s t r u c t u r e s i n the area were l o c a t e d on M i l l S t r e e t and a r e 

p r e s e n t on a 1796 p l a t (McCrady P l a t s 6901 ; 6917; 6929; 6 0 4 ) . 

Biake Lands: In 1700 a g r a n t was made t o George Logan f o r 210 a c r e s . 

Days l a t e r George Logan conveyed t o Joseph B i a k e , Landgrave, t h e same 

t r a c t . Biake s o l d p o r t i o n s o f t h e t r a c t l e a v i n g i n 1733 152 a c r e s , w h i c h 

encompassed a l a r g e t r a c t o f land e a s t o f King S t r e e t and n o r t h o f the 

c r o s s t o w n . T h i s l a n d remained i n t h e hands o f the Biake f a m i l y f o r many 

y e a r s , and was n o t d i v i d e d u n t i l 1846. The 1852 map o f t h e c i t y ( B r i d g e n s 

and A l i e n 1852) shows t h e area d i v i d e d between s e v e r a l Biake h e i r s . Four 

s t r u c t u r e s are shown i n t h e southwest c o r n e r o f the t r a c t , a d j a c e n t t o 

t h e r a i l r o a d ; i t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e s t r u c t u r e s were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

r a i l r o a d ( F i g u r e 8 # k ) . The r e s t o f t h e area appears u n i n h a b i t e d . 

Above t h e Biake l a n d s , two s t r u c t u r e s are shown on t h e e a s t 

c o r n e r s o f King S t r e e t and Rumney S t r e e t . One i s l i s t e d as t h e Rumney 

Cof f e e House and p r o b a b l y served as a t a v e r n f o r those coming t o C h a r i e s t o n 

from t h e u p c o u n t r y ( F i g . 8 # i ) . (Research was n o t conducted f o r t h e areas 

n o r t h o f t h e c i t y l i m i t s . ) T h i s area was known as Rumney V i l l a g e , and was 

l a i d o u t i n t o s t r e e t s and squares i n 1823. The t h i r t y a c r e p a r c e l was 

o r i g i n a l l y the p r o p e r t y o f Daniel and Hannah Gale. Deveiopment c e n t e r e d 

around the Rumney D i s t i l l e r y , and was the p r o j e c t o f N a t h a n i e l R u s s e i i , 

among o t h e r s . Above t h i s was t h e v i l l a g e o f Magnolia Umbra, w h i c h con­

t a i n e d a l a r g e cemetary p r e s e n t on t h e 1852 map ( F i g . 8 #m)(McCrady 

P l a t s 6805; 6834; 6853; 6876; 1135; IO88; 6820; 6928; 6952). 

Washington Vi i i a g e : U n l i k e some o f t h e s m a l l e r t r a c t s , c o n s i d e r a b i e 

i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e on t h e e v o l u t i o n o f the Washington V i l l a g e a r e a . 

The l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y g r a n t e d t o P a t r i c k S c o t t i n 1701 ( P r o p r i e t a r y 

G r a n t s , v o l 38, p. 4 i 4 ) . T h i s was p a r t o f the l a n d o r i g i n a l l y g r a n t e d t o 

Joseph Dai t o n . The land passed e v e n t u a l l y t o R i c h a r d C a r t w r i g h t i n 1710, 
who w i l l e d i t t o h i s t h r e e sons. Except f o r t r a c t s a c q u i r e d by Thomas 

Gadsden, the l a n d remained in t h e hands o f C a r t w r i g h t ' s descendants u n t i l 

i t was d i v i d e d up I n t o l o t s and s o l d . 
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The area i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f Washington V i i i a g e was a c q u i r e d by 

John Gibbes i n t h e m i d - e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and was known g e n e r a l i y as 

"The Grove" p l a n t a t i o n o r f a r m . The Washington Race Course was b u i l t 

upon a p o r t i o n o f t h i s t r a c t . Several m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y p l a t s o f 

Grove farm show a c l u s t e r o f s t r u c t u r e s a l o n g t h e Ashley R i v e r ( F i g . 8 
# n ) . The Grove p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n t h e R e v o l u t i o n , and i s 

c o n s i d e r e d an i m p o r t a n t s i t e (MdCrady P l a t s 6805; B r i d g e n s and A l i e n 

1852). 

Washington V i l l a g e was l a i d o u t i n 1792, and t h e area developed 

g r a d u a l l y d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The e a r l i e s t documented s i t e 

i s a small f a r m s t e a d on t h e A s h l e y , i n c l u d i n g a s e t t l e m e n t , Negro 

cemetary and "chimney" ( F i g . 8 # o ) . The 1838 p l a t o f t h e area i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t the s i t e . , i s much o l d e r (McCrady P l a t 6 6 8 8 ) . As w i t h o t h e r areas 

o f t he Neck, the commercial s t r i p a l o n g King S t r e e t was t h e f i r s t t o 

d e v e l o p . An i804 p l a t (McCrady P l a t 6684) shows s t r u c t u r e s f r o n t i n g on 

King S t r e e t ( F i g . 8 # p ) . S t r u c t u r e s a re a l s o shown on Congress S t r e e t 

a t t h i s t i m e . A c i t y cemetary i s l o c a t e d a t the s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r o f 

Congress and P r e s i d e n t ( F i g . 8 # q ) ( B r i d g e n s and A l i e n 1852). The r e s t 

o f t h e area developed s l o w l y (McCrady P l a t s 6728; 6869; 6687; 6774; 6 9 0 8 ) . 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c t r a c t s and s p e c i f i c n eighborhoods demon­

s t r a t e s a g e n e r a l s e t t l e m e n t p l a n f o r t h e C h a r i e s t o n p e n i n s u l a . From t h e 

core area o f Broad and East Bay S t r e e t , s e t t l e m e n t moved f i r s t west and 

then n o r t h . The areas above t h e developed c i t y were a s e r i e s o f p l a n ­

t a t i o n s and small f a r m s , w h i c h were g r a d u a l l y s u b d i v i d e d and d e v e l o p e d . 

As a r e s u l t , many areas o f t h e Neck have a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s w h i c h 

p r e d a t e much o f t h e a r e a s . The above d i s c u s s i o n r e p r e s e n t s an e f f o r t 

t o p i n p o i n t s i t e s i n t h e s e areas o f t h e c i t y . T h i s p r o j e c t i s b u t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f an ongoing e f f o r t i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

E a r l y E i g h t e e n t h S t r u c t u r e s i n C h a r i e s t o n 

The e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g map o f t h e c i t y o f C h a r i e s t o n i s Edward 

C r i s p ' s map o f 1704. T h i s map shows a w e i i - f o r t i f l e d town; t h e new 

s e t t l e m e n t i s s u r r o u n d e d by w a i l s a l o n g p r e s e n t - d a y East Bay S t r e e t , 

Water S t r e e t , Meeting S t r e e t and Cumberland S t r e e t . O u t s i d e t h e 

w a i l e d c i t y a r e a number o f small f a r m s t e a d s ( F i g u r e i O ) . i n an 

a t t e m p t t o p i n p o i n t t h e i o c a t i o n o f t h e s e f a r m s t e a d s , a p h o t o s t a t i c 

copy o f C r i s p ' s map was e n l a r g e d t o t h e s c a l e o f modern a e r i a l p h o t o ­

graphs and p r i n t e d on t r a n s p a r e n t f i l m . The map was then superimposed 

on the a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h and t h e a p p r o x i m a t e i o c a t i o n o f t h e s t r u c t u r e s 

n o t e d . 

A problem t o be aware o f here i s t h a t the f a r m s t e a d s on C r i s p ' s 

map are h i g h l y s t y l i z e d ; f u r t h e r m o r e , when t h e map was e n l a r g e d , s e v e r a l 

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n measurement were n o t e d . N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e a p p r o x i m a t e 
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F i g u r e 10 

Edward C r i s p ' s map o f C h a r i e s t o n 

i n 1704, showing t h e f o r t i f i e d 

c i t y and o u t l y i n g f a r m s t e a d s . 
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l o c a t i o n o f these e a r l y f a r m s t e a d s was n o t e d i n r e l a t i o n t o known landmarks. 

The a p p r o x i m a t e l o c a t i o n s o f these s i t e s i s shown i n F i g u r e i i . They a r e : 

a: Hoiybush's farm - Southeast c o r n e r King and Orange, 

b: G a r r e t t ' s farm - N o r t h w e s t c o r n e r Tradd and Orange, 

c: Unnamed farm - East s i d e Legate S t . , between Broad and Queen 

d: Unnamed farm - Tradd S t . , between Legate and Lenwood, 

e: Stobo's farm - West s i d e o f King S t . , between P r i n c e s s and C l i f f o r d 

f : Unnamed s t r u c t u r e - West s i d e o f King S t . , between C l i f f o r d and Jacob' 

A l l e y 

g: Watch house - White P o i n t g a r d e n s . Church S t . and South B a t t e r y 

h: Ferguson's f a r m - South o f Water S t . , e a s t o f Church S t . 

i : V a n d e r h o r s t ' s f a r m - South o f Water S t , west o f East Bay S t . 

j : Underwood's fa r m - N o r t h w e s t c o r n e r King and South B a t t e r y 

k: G i i b e r t s o n ' s f a r m - N o r t h w e s t c o r n e r King and Lamboii 

i : Unnamed far m - Legare S t , below Tradd S t . 

m: M i n i s t e r ' s house - I n t e r s e c t i o n o f Wentworth and S t . P h i l l i p s 

n: .Quaker Meeting House - Queen S t . , west o f King S t . 

The s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y f a r m s t e a d l o c a t i o n s a r e , i n g e n e r a l , i n a 

c o r r i d o r i n t h e b l o c k s i m m e d i a t e l y west o f King S t r e e t , e x t e n d i n g f r o m 

B e a u f a i n S t r e e t t o South B a t t e r y . A second l o c u s o f s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

o c c u p a t i o n i s below Water S t r e e t , between Meeting and East B a t t e r y ( F i g . 

1 2 ) . S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n s h o u l d be p a i n t o ground-moving a c t i v i t i e s i n 

t h e s e a r e a s , and t h e presenc- o f any s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l s s h o u l d 

be n o t e d . 

P l a n t e r s ' Residences 

in a d d i t i o n t o b e i n g t h e commercial c e n t e r o f t h e i o w c o u n t r y , C h a r i e s t o n 

was a l s o c o n s i d e r e d a s o c i a l c e n t e r . P l a n t e r s w i t h numerous t i e s t o t h e 

c i t y o f t e n b u i l t townhouses t o d i s p l a y t h e i r newly a c q u i r e d w e a l t h . 

For t h e l a t e r a n t e b e l l u m y e a r s , t h e r e a r e t h r e e major c l u s t e r s o f 

p l a n t e r s ' homes; s o u t h o f Broad S t r e e t , i n c l u d i n g most o f t h e s o u t h e r n 

t i p o f the p e n i n s u l a , t h e n o r t h w e s t e r n p o r t i o n o f t h e c i t y , i n c l u d i n g 

H a r l e s t o n V i i i a g e and Cannonsborough, and s c a t t e r e d up t h e e a s t e r n por­

t i o n o f t h e Neck, fr o m R h e t t s b u r y t o Hampstead. T h i s p a t t e r n i s i n 

c o n t r a s t t o the g e n e r a l l a t e a n t e b e l l u m p a t t e r n o f a d e c l i n e i n t h e 

s o c i a l g r a d i e n t o u t w a r d from t h e c e n t e r o f town ( M e e t i n g and Broad 

S t r e e t s ) . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , w h i l e p a r t s o f t h e Neck were f i l l i n g up 

w i t h cheap houses, o t h e r s i t e s , most o f them near t o t h e r i v e r s , were 

b e i n g developed as l u x u r y r e s i d e n c e s f o r a l a r g e l y seasonal p o p u l a t i o n 

(Radford 1974: 21O). 

P l a n t e r s i t e s were l o c a t e d u s i n g t h e C h a r i e s t o n C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , 

the Federal Census, t a x r o i l s , and t h e 1852 B r i d g e n s and A l i e n map 

o f the c i t y o f C h a r i e s t o n . Only those s i t e s which appeared i n more 

than one source a r e shown i n F i g u r e 13- Many o f t h e s i t e s shown i n 

F i g u r e 13, e s p e c i a l l y those i n the Neck a r e a , have n o t been p i n p o i n t e d 
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F i g u r e 11 

Approximate i o c a t i o n o f f a r m s t e a d s 

p r e s e n t on C r i s p ' s i704 map. 
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F i g u r e 12 

Areas o f t h e c i t y e xpected t o 

c o n t a i n s e v e n t e e n t h and e a r l y 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y s i t e s . 

44 





F i g u r e 13 

Approximate i o c a t i o n o f p l a n t e r s ' 

r e s i d e n c e s i n the i a t e a n t e b e l l u m 

p e r i o d . 
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e x a c t l y as t o l o c a t i o n ; such p r e c i s i o n a w a i t s f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h . P i n p o i n t i n g 

i n d i v i d u a l s i t e s i n t h e Neck area i s e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t because p r i o r 

t o i860 no s t r e e t numbers were a s s i g n e d t o s t r u c t u r e s i n t h i s a r e a . For 

the areas o f C h a r i e s t o n w i t h a s s i g n e d s t r e e t numbers, r e s e a r c h i s e q u a l l y 

d i f f i c u l t , f o r t h e numbers were s u b j e c t t o c o n s t a n t , and s e e m i n g l y a r b i t r a r y , 

change. N o n e t h e l e s s , the s i t e l o c a t i o n s shown i n F i g u r e 13 may be c o n s i d e r e d 

a c c u r a t e f o r p l a n n i n g p u r p o s e s , and p l a n n e r s s h o u l d be aware o f t h e s e 

s i t e s i n terms o f f u t u r e deveiopment. 

The p l a n t e r s ' home s i t e s shown a r e o n l y those o f t h e i 8 5 0 ' s . 

F u t u r e r e s e a r c h w i l l f ocus on l o c a t i n g p l a n t e r s i t e s o f t h e i a t e e i g h t e e n t h 

and e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and documenting changes i n the r e s i d e n c e 

p a t t e r n o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s upper c l a s s . 

C h a r l e s t o n ' s Wharves and W a t e r f r o n t : 

C h a r l e s t o n ' s g r o w t h as an urban c e n t e r was due t o i t s i o c a t i o n on 

one o f the b e s t n a t u r a l h a r b o r s on t h e s o u t h e a s t A t l a n t i c c o a s t . F o l l o w i n g 

the deveiopment o f a p r o f i t a b l e s t a p l e c r o p and the s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e 

h i n t e r l a n d s i n t h e i 7 3 0 ' s , C h a r i e s t o n became t h e major p o r t and t r a d e 

c e n t e r o f t h e s o u t h e r n c o l o n i e s . When th e e a r l y town was moved t o t h e 

p e n i n s u l a i n i 6 8 0 , t h e s e t t l e m e n t focused on t h e b l u f f s a l o n g t h e 

Cooper R i v e r . As t h e c i t y d e v e l o p e d , commercial a c t i v i t y f o c u s e d 

a l o n g t h e Cooper, and wharves were soon b u i l t t o accommodate t h e p o r t ' s 

t r a d e . The townspeople tended t o l o c a t e themselves i n areas c o n v e n i e n t 

f o r t h e i r b u s i n e s s , r e s u l t i n g i n an e a r l y c o n c e n t r a t i o n on and around 

th e w h a rves, on what i s now East Bay S t r e e t . As t h e deveiopment o f 

the c i t y moved west and then n o r t h (See F i g u r e 7 ) , t h e w a t e r f r o n t -

East Bay S t r e e t area remained the commercial c o r e o f t h e c i t y . 

D u r i n g t h e e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , the wharves and 

w a t e r f r o n t a l o n g East Bay S t r e e t underwent c o n s t a n t improvement and 

e x p a n s i o n . The r e s u l t i n g s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n was one o f a g r a d u a l dev­

eiopment e a s t w a r d , w i t h new wharves and docks b e i n g b u i l t i n t o deeper 

w a t e r , and the l a n d b e i n g f i l l e d b e hind them. An e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

F i g u r e s 2 - 6, as w e l l as F i g u r e 14, d e m o n s t r a t e s t h i s g e n e r a l t r e n d . 

A i l l a nd e a s t o f East Bay S t r e e t i s man-made. 

A f t e r e x a m i n i n g c i t y maps o f t h e w a t e r f r o n t area ( C r i s p 1704; 

Roberts and Toms 1739; P e t r i e 1788; Bonner 1802; B r i d g e n s and A l i e n 1 8 5 2 ) , 

the McCrady F i a t s on f i i e a t the C h a r i e s t o n County R e g i s t e r Mesne 

Conveyance O f f i c e , and p l a t s on f i i e a t t h e South C a r o i i n a H i s t o r i c a l 

S o c i e t y were examined s y s t e m a t i c a l l y , and a i l p l a t s showing w h a r v e s . a i o n g 

the Cooper R i v e r were superimposed on modern a e r i a l p hotographs 

( F i g u r e 1 4 ) . The f i g u r e i n c l u d e d here shows o n l y t h e o u t l i n e o f t h e 

docks and wharves; however, a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e s t r u c t u r e s 

l o c a t e d on t h e wharves i s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e p l a t s , and i s on f i i e a t 

the C h a r i e s t o n Museum (McCrady F i a t s 1219; 7021; 3331; 3367; 3362; 3396; 
7014; 7164; 4 8 1 ; 7071; 3317; 3316; 565; 7204; 618; 1215; 7009; 7226; 
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F i g u r e 14 

L o c a t i o n o f e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y w h a r v e s , based on 

c a r t o g r a p h i c r e s e a r c h and super­

imposed on an a e r i a i p h o t o g r a p h . 
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7227; 7185; 342; 3458; 3621; 7199; 7448; 7215; 7220; 3557; 3349; 7241; 

3533; 7472; 260; 67; 624; 512; 7211; 7076; 462; 209; 622; 523; 7083; 500; 
570; 5 4 1 ; 372; 3616; 7073; 79-01; 578; 530; RMCO V8 -372; SCHS 32-31-15; 
SCHS 3 2 - 2 9-1; SCHS 3 2-46 - 8 ) . 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f F i g u r e 14 suggests t h a t r e s e a r c h on t h e w a t e r ­

f r o n t i s by no means c o m p l e t e . No i n d i v i d u a l p l a t s o f t h e area between 

Chalmers S t r e e t and E l l i o t S t r e e t have been l o c a t e d t o d a t e . A d d i t i o n a l 

r e s e a r c h i s planned on b o t h t h e p h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s o f t h e w a t e r f r o n t 

and t h e commercial and s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s which were c e n t e r e d t h e r e . 

The area o f t h e p e n i n s u l a r c i t y encompassed by East Bay S t r e e t , 

P r i t c h a r d S t r e e t , Concord S t r e e t and V a n d e r h o r s t ' s Wharf i s c o n s i d e r e d 

one o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s i n the c i t y . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a t t h e Exchange B u i l d i n g ( H e r o l d i 9 8 i b ) 

r e v e a i e d e x t r e m e l y deep ( C i r c a 16 f t . ) i n t a c t c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s , d a t i n g 

from t h e m i d - e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t o t h e p r e s e n t . i t i s ex p e c t e d t h a t 

t h e e n t i r e w a t e r f r o n t area w i l l c o n t a i n e q u a l l y r i c h a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

r e s o u r c e s . T e s t i n g and m i t i g a t i o n s h o u l d be implemented p r i o r t o any 

g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s , and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s s h o u l d 

be w e l l i n t e g r a t e d w i t h a i l f u t u r e deveiopment a c t i v i t i e s a l o n g t h e 

w a t e r f r o n t . 

C h a r l e s t o n ' s F o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

Throughout t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y C h a r i e s t o n f a c e d a number o f 

e x t e r n a l t h r e a t s . To p r o t e c t i t s e l f a g a i n s t t h e f e a r e d d e p r e d a t i o n s 

o f t h e S p a n i s h , F r e n c h , I n d i a n s and p i r a t e s , t h e c i t y was surrounded 

by g a r r i s o n s and w a l l s . S e r i e s o f f o r t i f i c a t i o n s were b u i l t i n 1700, 

1740, 1780 and i 8 i 2 . 

The o r i g i n a i f o r t i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e c i t y were commissioned i n 

1700 (McCord 1844: 1 6 ) , and were designed t o p r o t e c t C h a r l e s t o n ' s 

w a t e r f r o n t as w e l l as her land s i d e s . The smal l f r o n t i e r s e t t l e m e n t 

was surrounded on f o u r s i d e s by b r i c k f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ( C r i s p 1704; 

He r b e r t 1721). The c i t y b o u n d a r i e s a t t h i s t i m e were r o u g h l y East 

Bay S t r e e t , Cumberland S t r e e t , Meeting S t r e e t and Water S t r e e t . 

These e x t e n s i v e f o r t i f i c a t i o n s i n c l u d e d a number o f b a s t i o n s ( F i g u r e 

1 5 ) . In 1717 a i l b u t the e a s t e r n w a i i between G r a n v i l l e ' s B a s t i o n 

and Craven's B a s t i o n was d e s t r o y e d t o make way f o r t h e r a p i d l y 

expanding town. Several e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y maps and p l a t s show 

p o r t i o n s o f t h i s e a s t e r n w a i i , and p o r t i o n s o f i t have been exposed 

d u r i n g t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The h a i f moon b a t t e r y , l o c a t e d a t the f o o t o f Broad S t r e e t , i s 

th e o n l y v i s i b l e remnant o f thes e o r i g i n a i f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . D u r i n g 

John M i l l e r ' s e x c a v a t i o n s i n s i d e t h e Exchange B u i l d i n g ( H e r o l d i 9 8 i b ) , 

t h e h a i f moon b a t t e r y was exposed and t h e f i l l between the b a t t e r y and 

the e a s t w a i i o f t h e Exchange was ex c a v a t e d ( F i g u r e 16 shows the h a i f 

moon i n r e l a t i o n t o the Exchange b u i l d i n g . The e x c a v a t i o n s suggest 
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F i g u r e 15 

The i700 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , showing 
the b a s t i o n s and c i t y g a t e . 

A -• G r a n v i l l e ' s B a s t i o n 
B - Craven's B a s t i o n 

C - C a r t e r e t ' s B a s t i o n 

D - Coi i e t o n ' s Bast i o n 

E - Ashley B a s t i o n 
F - Blake's B a s t i o n 

G - H a l f Moon B a t t e r y 
H - Draw Bridge 

1 - Johnson's B a s t i o n 

K - Draw Bri d g e 



F i g u r e 16 

P o s i t i o n o f t h e remains o f t h e H a i f 

Moon B a t t e r y i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
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%K=jm=JP Ft. 

' ^ S e r v i c e trenches outside building ^ M i l l e r ' s excavated area 
E 3 Service trenctres inside building ESI Other excavated area 
ES3Half Moon Battery EHl Recent wall 

|x- "; "iL-. 

Plan view of the archaeological remains of 
the Half Moon battery in relation to the 
Exchange building. The Half Moon battery 
is visible in the basement of the Exchange 
(from Herold 1981b). 
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t h a t t h e sea w a l l was a massive b r i c k s t r u c t u r e a p p r o x i m a t e i y seven 

f e e t h i g h , s l o p i n g o u t w a r d (see F i g u r e i ? ) . The b r i c k s t r u c t u r e r e s t e d 

on a f o u n d a t i o n o f p l a n k s ( H e r o l d i 9 8 i b ) . The presence o f a c o f f e r 

dam on t h e e a s t s i d e o f t h e sea w a i i , and a n a l y s i s o f t h e f i l l i n s i d e 

t h i s c o f f e r dam, suggests t h a t e x t e n s i v e r e p a i r s were necessary f o l l o w i n g 

t h e h u r r i c a n e o f 1752 ( H e r o l d i 9 8 i b ) . 

The v i s i b l e p o r t i o n o f t h e h a l f moon b a t t e r y p r o v i d e s an anchor 

t o t h e l o c a t i o n s o f o t h e r p o r t i o n s o f t h e 1700 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . Meas­

urements were t a k e n from know iandmards, and t h e f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d 

on modern a e r i a i p h o t o g r a p h s . Measurements i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e e a s t 

w a i i o f the f o r t i f i c a t i o n l i e s beneath p r e s e n t - d a y East Bay S t r e e t . 

The s t r e e t , once b o r d e r e d t o the e a s t by t h e c u r t a i n l i n e , was widened 

i n 1787 (Beckman 1789) t o 66 f e e t . The w i d e n i n g a p p a r e n t l y t o o k p i a c e 

t o t h e e a s t , c o v e r i n g t h e c u r t a i n l i n e . The c o n d i t i o n o f t h e c u r t a i n 

l i n e below t h e s t r e e t i s unknown. 

C o n s i d e r a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n on G r a n v i l l e ' s b a s t i o n was r e c o r d e d i n 

1925, when t h e Masonic b u i l d i n g was e n l a r g e d . E x c a v a t i o n s f o r t h i s 

c o n s t r u c t i o n r e v e a i e d a c o n s i d e r a b i e p o r t i o n o f t h e G r a n v i i i e b a s t i o n . 

The e x c a v a t i o n s were r e p o r t e d by Samuel Lapham i n t h e South C a r o i i n a 

H i s t o r i c a l and G e n e a l o g i c a l Magazine (1925 x 2 2 1 - 2 2 7 ) . The e x c a v a t i o n s 

r e v e a i e d p o r t i o n s o f t h e o r i g i n a i b a s t i o n , some 1752 a d d i t i o n s , and a 

number o f a s s o c i a t e d f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a w e l l and a p o s s i b l e powder 

magazine. A c r o s s s e c t i o n o f t h e b a s t i o n suggests a c o n s t r u c t i o n 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t recorded by M i l l e r a t t h e h a i f moon b a t t e r y . The b r i c k 

s l o p e d outward on t h e e a s t s i d e , and was c o n s t r u c t e d on a p l a t f o r m 

o f cypress p l a n k s and p a l m e t t o l o g s . The a b s o l u t e i o c a t i o n o f t h e 

h a i f moon b a t t e r y and G r a n v i l l e ' s b a s t i o n w i l l a l l o w us t o l o c a t e 

e r r o r s i n c a r t o g r a p h i c s o u r c e s . 

The n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r o f t h e f o r t i f i c a t i o n , Craven's b a s t i o n , i s 

shown i n s e v e r a l e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y p l a t s , r e i a t i v e t o a number o f 

e x i s t i n g landmarks (McCrady P l a t s 596; 532; 4 7 1 ; 2865; 197; 7420; 6 i 9 ) . 

C a r e f u l measurement o f each p l a t p l a c e d t h e b a s t i o n i n a s l i g h t l y 

d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n each t i m e , w i t h a t o t a l e r r o r o f t h i r t y f e e t . 

Craven's b a s t i o n i s l o c a t e d a a n o r t h e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n , d i r e c t l y beneath 

t h e f r o n t s t e p s o f the U.S. Customs b u i l d i n g , e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e Customs 

b u i l d i n g s t e p s west t o t h e c e n t e r o f East Bay S t r e e t , j u s t below t h e 

M a r k e t . 

Many o f t h e s e same p l a t s p r o v i d e a t l e a s t some i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 

n o r t h e r n w a i i o f the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , i n d i c a t i n g the a n g l e o f s a i d w a i i 

f r o m a f i x e d p o i n t . Four such measurements were e x t r a p o l a t e d f r o m 

v a r i o u s maps and p l a t s , w i t h a r e s u l t i n g wide margin o f e r r o r . These 

measurements i n d i c a t e t h a t the w e s t e r n end o f t h i s w a i i , o r t h e C a r t e r e t 

b a s t i o n may be as f a r n o r t h as t h e S o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f M e e t i n g and 

Cumberland, o r as f a r s o u t h as t h e s o u t h e r n edge o f t h e C i r c u l a r 

Church. M o n i t o r i n g o f ground d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e Cumberland 
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F i gu re 17 

P r o f i l e d r a w i n g o f t h e H a i f Moon 

B a t t e r y ( H e r o i d i 9 8 i b ) . 
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Approx. I ft. ^ P l a n k s 

m Wood 
A,B C o f f e r dom p o s t s 

Profile of the Half Moon battery, showing 
the outsloping wall, the coffer dam used 
to repair the wall after the 1752 hurricane, 
and the subsequent layers of fill (from 
Herold 1 9 8 1 b ) . 



S t r e e t p a r k i n g garage and a t t h e M e e t i n g S t r e e t O f f i c e b u i l d i n g ( H e r o i d 

i 9 8 i a ) f a i l e d t o r e v e a l any e v i d e n c e o f t h e C a r t e r e t B a s t i o n . I t i s 

suspected t h a t t h e b a s t i o n i s l o c a t e d s o u t h and e a s t o f these two l o c a t i o n s . 

Any e a r t h - m o v i n g a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e s e v i c i n i t i e s s h o u l d be c l o s e l y m o n i t o r e d 

f o r e v i d e n c e o f t h e 1700 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 

The above f e a t u r e s a r e t h e o n l y p o r t i o n s o f t h e 1700 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

f o r which s p e c i f i c c a r t o g r a p h i c d a t a has been l o c a t e d . A d d i t i o n a l r e s e a r c h 

i s needed i n t h i s a r e a . Evidence l o c a t e d t o d a t e suggests t h a t t h e 

f o l l o w i n g areas o f t h e c i t y may c o n t a i n e v i d e n c e o f t h e o r i g i n a i f o r t i ­

f i c a t i o n s : 

a) Meeting S t r e e t f r o m Cumberland S t r e e t t o Water S t r e e t 

b) L o t s on t h e n o r t h e r n s i d e o f Water S t r e e t f r o m Meeting t o East Bay 

c) East Bay S t r e e t from t h e Masonic Lodge t o t h e U.S. Customs House 

d) A s t r a i g h t l i n e f r o m East Bay S t r e e t i n f r o n t o f t h e Customs 

House, n o r t h o f t h e o l d Powder Magazine, t o Meeting S t r e e t 

between Cumberland S t r e e t and t h e C i r c u l a r Church. 

e) Any e x c a v a t i o n s i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f Meeting S t r e e t and Broad S t r e e t 

s h o u l d be c a r e f u l l y m o n i t o r e d f o r e v i d e n c e o f t h e Town Gate, 

whose s i z e and p o s i t i o n i s as y e t u n d e t e r m i n e d . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n s o f p o r t i o n s o f the 1700 

f o r f i f i c a t i o n s i s on f i i e a t t h e C h a r i e s t o n Museum. 

1740: C h a r i e s t o n soon expanded beyond t h e o r i g i n a i b o u n d a r i e s . In 

1717 a i l but t h e e a s t e r n w a i i o f t h e o r i g i n a i f o r t i f i c a t i o n was d e s t r o y e d , 

and t h e c i t y moved westward a c r o s s t h e p e n i n s u l a . Secondary sources 

i n d i c a t e t h a t a f o r t i f i c a t i o n , p r o b a b l y o f e a r t h and wood, was c o n s t r u c t e d 

i n 1740 a l o n g t h e w e s t e r n and n o r t h e r n boundary o f the c i t y . T h i s f o r ­

t i f i c a t i o n ran f r o m a b a s t i o n a t the c o r n e r o f Market S t r e e t and M e e t i n g 

S t r e e t , west a l o n g Market S t r e e t t o A r c h d a i e S t r e e t , southwest t o t h e 

i n t e r s e c t i o n o f F r a n k l i n and Magazine (no doubt e n c l o s i n g t h e powder 

magazine d i s c u s s e d on pg. 3 4 ) , and t h e n s o u t h a l o n g F r a n k l i n S t r e e t t o 

Broad S t r e e t ( C h a r i e s t o n C i t y Yearbook 1884). To d a t e , t h e c a r t o g r a p h i c 

e v i d e n c e o f t h i s f o r t i f i c a t i o n i n c l u d e s o n l y the e a s t e r n p o r t i o n f r o m 

A r c h d a i e S t r e e t t o Meeting S t r e e t . P l a t s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e e a s t e r n m o s t 

b a s t i o n l i e s d i r e c t l y beneath t h e p r e s e n t U n i t e d Daughters o f t h e 

Confederacy Museum and market s t a l l s , w h i l e the f o r t i f i c a t i o n l i n e l i e s 

below Market S t r e e t between Meeting and A r c h d a i e S t r e e t s (McCrady P l a t s 

465; 1 9 5 ) . D u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n s i n t h e C h a r i e s t o n Center b l o c k , i m m e d i a t e l y 

n o r t h o f Market S t r e e t , no e v i d e n c e o f these f o r t i f i c a t i o n s was e n c o u n t e r e d 

(Honerkamp C o u n c i l and W i l l 1982; Z i e r d e n n.d.) 

1752: In t h e i 7 5 0 ' s , W i l l i a m de Brahm was h i r e d by t h e Commissioners 

o f F o r t i f i c a t i o n s t o r e p a i r and expand C h a r l e s t o n ' s f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . DeBrahm' 

pla n s i n c l u d e d s u r r o u n d i n g the town w i t h w a i l s and b a s t i o n s , and a 

f o r t i f i e d canal a c r o s s the neck s e v e r a l m i l e s n o r t h o f t h e town. W i t h i n 

te n months, deBrahm r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e ramparts on t h e s o u t h and e a s t were 
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r a i s e d . I t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t the remainder o f t h e f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , much 

l e s s t h e f o r t i f i e d c a n a l , were ever begun ( C h a r i e s t o n C i t y Yearbook 1944). 
Those c o n s t r u c t e d i n c l u d e d r e p a i r o f t h e e x i s t i n g s e a w a l l , and c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o f a seawall a l o n g East B a t t e r y , around White P o i n t , and a l o n g South 

B a t t e r y t o Legare S t r e e t . 

1780: As t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y War approached, C h a r i e s t o n i a n s began t o 

f o r t i f y t h e i r c i t y once a g a i n . The major f e a t u r e o f t h e s e f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

was a w a i i above Calhoun S t r e e t . The c i t y g a t e was moved from Meeting 

and Broad t o what i s now King and Calhoun. A remnant o f t h e Hornwork 

which e n c l o s e d the g a t e i s s t i i i v i s i b l e i n Marion Square (McCrady P l a t 

6 0 0 ) . The f o r t i f i c a t i o n s extended from East Bay S t r e e t t o a p p r o x i m a t e i y 

Smith S t r e e t . Other b a s t i o n s were l o c a t e d on h i g h land a d j a c e n t t o 

t h e marsh a l o n g the Ashley R i v e r . 

Very l i t t l e p r i m a r y d o c u m e n t a t i o n c o u l d be l o c a t e d f o r the 1780 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ; a d d i t i o n a l r e s e a r c h i s planned i n t h i s a r e a . No p o r t i o n s 

o f t h e hornwork c o u l d be p i n p o i n t e d , e x c e p t f o r t h o s e between Coming 

and Smith S t r e e t s (McCrady P l a t 4 9 0 ) . The 1796 p l a t d e s c r i b e s these 

f e a t u r e s as " o l d f o r t i f i c a t i o n s " and suggests t h a t t hey were e a r t h e n . 

T h i s , p l u s the f e a t u r e i n Marion Square, suggests t h a t t h e major f o r t i ­

f i c a t i o n runs t h r o u g h the b l o c k s n o r t h o f Calhoun S t r e e t . 

A small b a s t i o n , F o r t Mechanic, has been l o c a t e d by Mr. C h a r l e s 

B a y i i s s ( p e r s o n a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) . T h i s b a s t i o n i s l o c a t e d below East 

Bay S t r e e t , s o u t h o f A t l a n t i c S t r e e t (McCrady P l a t s 206; 1195; 1211; 

1224). An a c c u r a t e i o c a t i o n i s on f i i e a t t h e C h a r i e s t o n Museum. 

1812: C h a r i e s t o n was once a g a i n f o r t i f i e d p r i o r t o the Vlar o f 

1812. A s e r i e s o f f o r t i f i c a t i o n s was c o n s t r u c t e d a l o n g p r e s e n t - d a y 

L i n e S t r e e t , j u s t below the c r o s s town. Several p l a t s show p o r t i o n s 

o f t h i s f o r t i f i c a t i o n (McCrady P l a t s 6949; 6957; 7634; 7567; 8123; 4 i 6 0 ; 
7673; Bridgens and A l i e n 1852). P l a t s o f t h e e n t i r e f o r t i f i c a t i o n 

were l o c a t e d and are on f i i e a t the C h a r i e s t o n Museum. 

The major p o r t i o n s o f the f o r t i f i c a t i o n were between Rutiedge 

Avenue and America S t r e e t , w i t h t h e major b a s t i o n between S t . P h i l l i p s 

and King S t r e e t s . D e s p i t e t h e p l e a s o f i t s c i t i z e n r y (SCHS 3 3-46 - 3 ) , 
t h i s p o r t i o n o f t h e f o r t i f i c a t i o n seems t o have been removed s h o r t l y 

a f t e r the t h r e a t o f war had passed. Small b a s t i o n s and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

on e i t h e r r i v e r f r o n t r e m ained, however, and were p r e s e n t as i a t e as 

1852 ( B r i d g e n s and A l i e n 1852). F o r t Washington was l o c a t e d w i t h i n 

the b l o c k o f Cooper S t r e e t , America S t r e e t , Drake S t r e e t and Biake 

S t r e e t . A s i m i l a r b a s t i o n was l o c a t e d a t the s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r o f 

Ashley Avenue and F i s h b u r n S t r e e t . A f i n a l b a s t i o n remained on 

the h i g h l a n d j u s t s o u t h o f L i n e S t r e e t and west o f A s h l e y Avenue. 
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Except f o r p o r t i o n s impacted by c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e c r o s s t o w n , much 

o f t h e i 8 i 2 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s s h o u l d be i n t a c t . Any c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t y 

i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f L i n e S t r e e t s h o u l d be m o n i t o r e d f o r e v i d e n c e o f t h e s e 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 

C h a r i e s t o n was a l s o e x t e n s i v e l y f o r t i f i e d d u r i n g the War Between t h e 

S t a t e s , b u t such r e s e a r c h a t p r e s e n t i s beyond t h e scope o f t h i s p r o j e c t . 

A i l f o r t i f i c a t i o n s r e s e a r c h e d have been l o c a t e d t o t h e best o f o u r a b i l i t y 

on modern a e r i a i p h o t o g r a p h s . More r e s e a r c h needs t o be done on C h a r l e s t o n ' 

e a r l y f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . F i g u r e 18 shows t h e a p p r o x i m a t e i o c a t i o n o f t h e s e 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and areas i n which e v i d e n c e o f these f e a t u r e s m i g h t be 

e x p e c t e d . 

D i s a s t e r s i n C h a r i e s t o n 

Throughout i t s h i s t o r y C h a r i e s t o n has been d e v a s t a t e d by a number 

o f n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s . The most d e s t r u c t i v e o f these are f i r e s and 

h u r r i c a n e s . The r e s u l t s o f such d i s a s t e r s a r e v e r y v i s i b l e i n t h e 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d ; such d i s a s t e r s s e r v e t o seal a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

d e p o s i t s . Research has been completed on the f i r e s o f 1740, 1778, 1788, 
1796, 1800, 1810, 1819, 1826, 1835, and 1838, and the h u r r i c a n e s o f 

1700, 1713, 1728, 1752, and i804. The p r e c i s e l i m i t s o f the d e s t r u c t i o n 

from these has been recorded f r o m newspaper accounts and i s on f i i e a t 

the C h a r i e s t o n Museum. E x t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h was a l s o done on t h e move­

ment and b e h a v i o r o f i n d i v i d u a l s f o l l o w i n g t h e s e d i s a s t e r s . T h i s i n f o r ­

m a t i o n was e x t r a c t e d f r o m newspaper a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . Such r e s e a r c j a l l o w s 

us t o guage t h e e f f e c t o f th e s e d i s a s t e r s on t h e commerce o f t h e c i t y ; 

the e f f e c t seems t o have been s m a l l . The e x t e n s i v e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 

d i s a s t e r s i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g s o r t e d and f i l e d s y s t e m a t i c a l l y . Such 

i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be u s e f u l i n i n t e r p r e t i n g a c t i v i t i e s on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

s i t e s . 

Upon c o m p l e t i o n o f r e s e a r c h on t h e g e n e r a l t o p i c s o u t l i n e d above, 

work was begun on p i n p o i n t i n g t h e s i t e s o f s p e c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . None o f 

the r e s e a r c h on these t o p i c s i s complete a t t h i s t i m e . Research on the s e 

t o p i c s i n i t i a t e d w i t h an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e C h a r i e s t o n C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s . 

At t h i s t i m e the d i r e c t o r i e s from 1782 t o i 8 i 6 have been examined, i n 

a d d i t i o n t o a number o f secondary s o u r c e s . F u t u r e p l a n s f o r r e s e a r c h on 

these t o p i c s w i l l be d i s c u s s e d i n t h e n e x t s e c t i o n . 

Taverns . 

Research on the l o c a t i o n o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s t a v e r n s i s i n t h e p r e l i m ­

i n a r y s t a g e s . Taverns have been researched o n l y f o r t h e y e a r s 1782 t o 

i 8 i 6 , u t i l i z i n g the C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s . N o n e t h e l e s s , a g e n e r a l s e t t l e m e n t 

p a t t e r n f o r t h e p e r i o d can be d i s c e r n e d . Taverns tend t o be c l u s t e r e d 
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F i g u r e 18 

Areas o f t h e c i t y e xpected t o 

c o n t a i n e v i d e n c e o f C h a r l e s t o n ' 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 

A - 1700 

B - 1740 

C - 1752 

D - 1780 

E - 1812 
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near the Cooper R i v e r w a t e r f r o n t and a i o n g t he main t h o r o u g h f a r e s , King 

S t r e e t and Meeting S t r e e t . F i g u r e i 9 shows t h e a p p r o x i m a t e l o c a t i o n o f 

t a v e r n s f o r t h i s p e r i o d . A d d i t i o n a l r e s e a r c h i s needed f o r t h e p e r i o d s 

p r o c e e d i n g and f o l l o w i n g t o d e t e r m i n e changes i n t h i s s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n . 

H o t e l s 

Research on C h a r l e s t o n ' s h o t e l s has j u s t begun, and has been conducted 

o n l y f o r t h e y e a r s 1782-1816. H o t e l s as a commercial e n t e r p r i s e appear t o 

be a phenomenon new t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , g r a d u a l l y r e p l a c i n g t h e 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t a v e r n as a p i a c e o f o v e r n i g h t h a b i t a t i o n . H o t e l s 

are g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d on major t h o r o u g h f a r e s . Many h o t e l s were b u i l t i n 

C h a r i e s t o n by t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; these have n o t y e t been r e s e a r c h e d . 

H o t e l s i t e s o f f e r many i n t e r e s t i n g p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

A p r i v y r e l a t e d t o the Waveriy House was exca v a t e d d u r i n g t h e C h a r i e s t o n 

Center e x c a v a t i o n s ( Z i e r d e n n . d . ) . F i g u r e 20 shows t h e a p p r o x i m a t e i o c a t i o n 

o f e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y h o t e l s . 

Race Courses 

Horse r a c i n g was an e x t r e m e l y p o p u l a r , "gentleman's s p o r t " i n C h a r i e s t o n 

d u r i n g t h e e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , and s e v e r a l race courses 

were c o n s t r u c t e d on the o u t s k i r t s o f t h e c i t y . 

The e a r l i e s t race c o u r s e was c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1734, " o p p o s i t e B o w l i n g 

Green House and e a s t o f t h e B i g Path e x t e n d i n g a c r o s s t h e L i t t l e P a t h " , 

now King and Meeting S t r e e t s . There i s no i n d i c a t i o n o f how l o n g t h i s 

c ourse was used. At t h i s t i m e t h i s area was j u s t o u t s i d e t h e c i t y l i m i t s , 

near C o i . R h e t t ' s p r o p e r t y ( C i t y A r c h i v e s F i i e ) . 

The second race course was l a i d o u t a t a c o n s i d e r a b i e d i s t a n c e f r o m 

town, near t h e Q u a r t e r House T a v e r n . The race c o u r s e , c a l l e d t h e York 

Course, o p e r a t e d f r o m 1734 t o 1760, and was l o c a t e d a t t h e j u n c t i o n o f 

Old D o r c h e s t e r and Old S t a t e Roads. An h i s t o r i c marker was e r e c t e d t o 

commemorate t h i s e v e n t by the Rebecca Motte Chapter o f the D.A.R. a t t h e 

i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Old Meeting S t r e e t and Success Avenue^ The p r e s e n t 

commercial and i n d u s t r i a l use o f t h e area makes i t d o u b t f u l t h a t these 

s i t e s a r e l e f t i n t a c t . 

The York Course was i n c o n v e n i e n t due t o d i s t a n c e so t h e New Market 

Course was l a i d o u t "about a m i l e from C h a r i e s t o n " i n 1760. The New 

Market course was used u n t i l 1791- T h i s course i n c l u d e d t h e whole o f 

the unenclosed ground between King S t r e e t and what was then low g r o u n d . 

The s t a r t i n g p ost was f i x e d a t t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e f i e i d on King 

S t r e e t Road,"haifway between Mr. Payne's farm and t h e L i n e s " (The 1812 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s a t L i n e S t r e e t ) . Race S t r e e t , w h i c h b e g i n s a t King S t r e e t 

and runs west o b v i o u s l y g o t i t s name from t h e race c o u r s e . 
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F i g u r e 19 

Approximate i o c a t i o n o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s 

t a v e r n s , i 7 8 3 - i 8 i 6 ( C h a r i e s t o n C i t y 

Di r e c t o r i e s ) . 
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F i g u r e 20 

Approximate i o c a t i o n o f C h a r i e s t o n 

h o t e l s , i 8 0 2 - i 8 i 6 ( C h a r i e s t o n C i t y 

Di r e c t o r i e s ) . 
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The l a s t , and most famous o f C h a r l e s t o n ' s race courses was t h e 

Washington Race Course, l o c a t e d on the west s i d e o f Rutiedge Avenue 

between M o u l t r i e and Grove S t r e e t s ( p r e s e n t day Hampton P a r k ) . The t r a c k 

was owned and c o n t r o l l e d by t h e South C a r o i i n a Jockey C l u b . The main 

e n t r a n c e was near Grove S t r e e t . A d j o i n i n g t h e t r a c k was a l a r g e f a r m 

known as the Grove (see pg. 3 8 ) . On t h i s f arm were numerous s t a b l e s 

which were used by Jockey Club members. These b u i l d i n g s , and t h o s e on 

the race course i t s e l f , were d e s t r o y e d i n t h e i804 h u r r i c a n e . ( C i t y 

A r c h i v e s F i i e ) . 

Race Courses such as these are expected t o l e a v e l i t t l e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

e v i d e n c e . Yet they p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n the s o c i a l l i f e o f t h e c i t y , 

and t h e i r presence s h o u l d be n o t e d . i t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e t h a t sbrae s m a l l 

s t r u c t u r e s such as s t a b l e s were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e c o u r s e s . A t t e n t i o n 

s h o u l d be p a i d t o such areas i n t h e e v e n t o f c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s . 

F i g u r e 21 shows t h e l o c a t i o n s o f these race c o u r s e s . 
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F i g u r e 21 

L o c a t i o n o f C h a r i e s t o n ' s Race­

c o u r s e s , i 7 3 0 - i 8 8 0 . 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

During t h e y e a r long Phase I , r e s e a r c h has focused on two g o a l s : 

1) A s c e r t a i n i n g on a gene r a l l e v e l t h e l e n g t h and t y p e o f o c c u p a t i o n 

f o r a l l areas o f t h e p e n i n s u l a r c i t y . 

2) P i n p o i n t i n g t h e l o c a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c f e a t u r e s , and the remains 

o f s p e c i f i c a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e c i t y . 

The p r o d u c t o f t h i s r e s e a r c h i s a s k e l e t a l o u t l i n e o f t h e l a n d use h i s t o r y 

o f C h a r i e s t o n , c o n t a i n i n g g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n on the l e n g t h and d e n s i t y o f 

o c c u p a t i o n f o r a i l areas o f p e n i n s u l a r C h a r i e s t o n , and s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n 

on c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e c i t y . As a r e s u l t o f t h i s r e s e a r c h , p r e l i m i n a r y 

recommendations have been made t o t h e C i t y c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r o b a b l e n a t u r e and 

e x t e n t o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s a t c e r t a i n s i t e s . 

Plans f o r F u t u r e Research 

For t h i s s k e l e t a l o u t l i n e t o serv e as a b a s i s f o r sound a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

r e s e a r c h , as w e l l as f o r p l a n n i n g recommendations, i t must be r e f i n e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y . The r e s e a r c h w i l l c o n t i n u e f o r an a d d i t i o n a l y e a r . As 

i n d i c a t e d i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n and i s a p p a r e n t i n Chapter I I I , t h i s r e p o r t 

i s p r e l i m i n a r y i n n a t u r e . Research i s c o n t i n u i n g on s e v e r a l o f t h e t o p i c s 

d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter I I I , and w i l l be expanded t o i n c l u d e many new t o p i c s . 

Phase I I r e s e a r c h w i l l f o c u s o n , b u t w i l l n o t be l i m i t e d t o , t h e f o l l o w i n g 

a r e a s : 

1) A s y s t e m a t i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s i n p r o g r e s s o f e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

newspaper a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t i s b e i n g p a r t i a l l y 

funded by an H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Grant a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e South 

C a r o i i n a D i v i s i o n o f A r c h i v e s and H i s t o r y . A p r i m a r y r e s u l t o f th.'rs 

r e s e a r c h w i l l be a more complete d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e commercial areas o f 

th e c i t y , b o t h r e t a i l and w h o l e s a l e , and a documentation o f changes i n 

the i o c a t i o n and f o c u s o f these a r e a s . The d a t a w i l l a l s o f a c i l i t a t e a 

g r e a t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f e a r l y c r a f t s i n t h e c i t y , and a l l o w us t o 

p i n p o i n t t h e i o c a t i o n o f thes e a c t i v i t i e s . An a d d i t i o n a l r e s u l t w i l l be 

an i n c r e a s e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e range o f m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e f o r c o l o n i a l 

C h a r i e s t o n , b a s i c t o sound a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

2) Newspaper sources o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i l l be examined i n 

a manner s i m i l a r t o those o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . U n l i k e t h e c o l o n i a l 
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p e r i o d , a v a r i e t y o f p r i m a r y sources are a v a i i a b i e w i t h s i t e - s p e c i f i c i n f o r ­

m a t i o n . These i n c l u d e C h a r i e s t o n C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s and Censuses. For t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , comparison o f t h e s e sources w i t h t h e newspaper sources 

s h o u l d p r o v i d e an anchor f o r t h e newspaper r e s e a r c h , and expose b i a s e s and 

p o s s i b l e e r r o r s i n t h e newspaper s o u r c e s , thus making the proposed r e s e a r c h 

more a c c u r a t e f o r b o t h c e n t u r i e s . 

3) C h a r i e s t o n i s u n i q u e i n t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n d u r i n g 

the s e v e n t e e n t h , e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s was B l a c k . Both t h e 

urban s l a v e and t h e urban f r e e Black a r e p o o r l y u n d e r s t o o d h i s t o r i c a l l y . 

C h a r i e s t o n o f f e r s c o n s i d e r a b i e p o t e n t i a l f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l 

r e s e a r c h on A f r o - A m e r i c a n s . More documentary r e s e a r c h i s needed on t h e s e 

groups t o p i n p o i n t s i t e s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r such s t u d i e s . An e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

t h e Censuses, C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , Slave S c h e d u l e s , Tax l i s t s . P a r i s h r e c o r d s 

and f a m i l y paper c o l l e c t i o n s o f f r e e Black c i t i z e n s w i l l be u t i l i z e d 

f o r t h i s s t u d y . 

4) To r e f i n e t h e newspaper a d v e r t i s e m e n t r e s e a r c h , and t o s e r v e as 

a b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e s t u d i e s , s h i p p i n g r e c o r d s w i l l be 

examined. Such sources a r e housed a t t h e South C a r o i i n a H i s t o r i c a l 

S o c i e t y and t h e South C a r o i i n a P o r t s A u t h o r i t y . The Tobias Papers a t 

the South C a r o i i n a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i l l a l s o be examined. Such d a t a 

w i l l be i n v a l u a b l e t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h a i o n g C h a r i e s t o n ' s w a t e r ­

f r o n t . 

Research conducted d u r i n g Phase I I o f t h e p r o j e c t w i l l g r e a t l y 

e n l a r g e the p r e l i m i n a r y o u t l i n e p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s r e p o r t . The g o a l s 

o f Phase I I r e s e a r c h w i l l be t o f u r t h e r expand our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

C h a r i e s t o n ' s h i s t o r y and i t s r e f l e c t i o n i n t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d . 

The f i n a l p r o d u c t o f Phase I I r e s e a r c h w i l l n o t be a c h a i n o f t i t l e f o r 

each i o t i n t h e c i t y ; p r i o r t o a i l subsequent a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n 

C h a r i e s t o n , a t i t l e s e a r c h w i l l be n e c e s s a r y . However, t h e r e s e a r c h f o r 

Phase 11 w i l l c o n s i d e r a b l y s t r e a m l i n e such processes by p r o v i d i n g a 

g e n e r a l o c c u p a t i o n a l o u t l i n e f o r t h e c i t y on a n e i g h b o r h o o d - s p e c i f i c 

l e v e l . A major r e s u l t o f t h i s r e s e a r c h w i l l be an i n c r e a s e d knowiedgq 

o f s p e c i f i c s i t e l o c a t i o n s i n downtown C h a r i e s t o n . T h i s i n t u r n w i l l 

f a c i l i t a t e a more e f f i c i e n t i n t e g r a t i o n o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h w i t h 

m u n i c i p a l p l a n n i n g and deveiopment. 

U l t i m a t e l y , the c o n t i n u e d r e f i n e m e n t o f our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

h i s t o r y o f t h e c i t y , and t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e 

p u b l i c i s i m p o r t a n t t o t h e p r o m o t i o n o f t o u r i s m i n C h a r i e s t o n . Phase 

I I r e s e a r c h should be an e x c e l l e n t s o u r c e o f new i n f o r m a t i o n o f g e n e r a l 

p u b l i c i n t e r e s t , w h i c h can be d i s s e m i n a t e d t h r o u g h a v a r i e t y o f s o u r c e s . 

An a n t i c i p a t e d goal o f Phase I I r e s e a r c h i s t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f 

l o n g - t e r m a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h g o a l s . C h a r i e s t o n ' s v a s t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

r e c o r d i s an i m p o r t a n t d a t a base, and i s u s e f u l f o r s t u d y i n g a number o f 

issues p e r t i n e n t t o C h a r i e s t o n i n p a r t i c u l a r and t h e s o u t h e a s t U n i t e d 

S t a t e s i n g e n e r a l . Discussed below a r e a number o f r e s e a r c h q u e s t i o n s 

which m i g h t be examined t h r o u g h f u t u r e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n the 

c i t y : 
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Proposed Research To p i c s 

1) C h a r i e s t o n c o n t a i n e d a i a r g e , c o h e s i v e p o p u l a t i o n o f f r e e B i a c k s 

In t h e e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . T h i s c l a s s p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t 

r o l e i n many o f t h e a f f a i r s o f a n t e b e l l u m C h a r i e s t o n . Free Biacks o c c u p i e d 

an e x t r e m e l y p r e c a r i o u s p o s i t i o n i n C h a r i e s t o n s o c i e t y . M a i n t a i n i n g 

d i s t a n c e f r o m both t h e s l a v e s o c i e t y and t h e dominant w h i t e s o c i e t y was 

conisidered a p r i m a r y s u r v i v a l t e c h n i q u e . Free B l a c k s o c i e t y , t h e n , was 

d i s t i n c t i n many ways. A r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h on t h i s unique group w i l l 

p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n s i g h t s i n t o C h a r i e s t o n ' s s o c i e t y , and p r o v i d e new 

i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e Afr o - A m e r i c a n h e r i t a g e o f t h e c i t y . 

2) From t h e f i r s t days o f t h e c o l o n y , " d e s i r a b l e " l a n d was p e r c e i v e d 

as b e i n g scarce and a t a premium. The deep, narrow l o t s o f C h a r i e s t o n 

p r o v i d e d numerous b u i l d i n g s w i t h t h e s t r e e t f r o n t a g e necessary f o r a 

b u s i n e s s . The f o r m a t i o n o f t h e l o t s and t h e s c a r c i t y o f premium l a n d 

encouraged m u i t i - s t o r i e d b u i l d i n g s . T h i s f a c t , p l u s t h e economic s t a g ­

n a t i o n o f C h a r i e s t o n i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , r e s u l t e d i n s e v e r a l dev­

el o p m e n t a l a s p e c t s o f t h e c i t y w h i c h are p r e i n d u s t r i a i . 

One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e o f a p r e i n d u s t r i a i s e t t l e m e n t i s t h e i n t e r ­

changeable c h a r a c t e r o f i t s b u i l d i n g s . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n suggests t h a t many 

s t r u c t u r e s i n e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y C h a r i e s t o n served b o t h a 

r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial f u n c t i o n . T h i s dual f u n c t i o n has been a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h s t r u c t u r e s i n c e r t a i n l o c a t i o n s i n n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y C h a r i e s t o n . I t 

i s expected t h a t a h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f s e v e n t e e n t h and e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

s t r u c t u r e s as w e l l w i l l r e f l e c t t h i s dual n a t u r e . F u t u r e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n c e r t a i n areas o f t h e c i t y s h o u l d r e v e a l e v i d e n c e o f 

both commercial and domestic a c t i v i t i e s . 

3) As a r e s u l t o f c o n s i d e r a b i e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h , a new p i c t u r e 

o f p l a n t a t i o n s l a v e l i f e i s e m e r g i n g . However, c l o s e t o t w e n t y p e r c e n t o f 

the N o r t h American s l a v e p o p u l a t i o n l i v e d and worked i n urban a r e a s . Urban 

s l a v e r y i s a p o o r l y u n d e r s t o o d phenomenon. C h a r i e s t o n ' s B l a c k m a j o r i t y 

o f f e r s an e x c e l l e n t d a t a base t o s t u d y t h i s a s p e c t o f A f r o - A m e r i c a n 

s l a v e r y . In t h e c i t y , s l a v e s were o f t e n a b l e t o h i r e o u t t h e i r own tim e 

and l i v e away from t h e i r master's compound. The a b i l i t y t o h i r e o u t one's 

own t i m e r e s u l t e d i n an i n c r e a s e d i n c e n t i v e f o r i n d i v i d u a l i n i t i a t i v e and 

e x p r e s s i o n . Because o f t h i s g r e a t e r degree o f i n d i v i d u a l freedom a f f o r d e d 

the urban s l a v e , urban s l a v e s i t e s are expected t o show more i n t e r s i t e 

v a r i a b i l i t y than p l a n t a t i o n s l a v e s i t e s . Such r e s e a r c h s h o u l d expand 

our knowledge o f s l a v e l i f e In t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

4) In a d d i t i o n t o b e i n g t h e commercial c e n t e r o f the i o w c o u n t r y , 

C h a r i e s t o n was a l s o c o n s i d e r e d a s o c i a l c e n t e r . P l a n t e r s w i t h numerous 

t i e s t o t h e c i t y o f t e n b u i l t townhouses t o d i s p l a y t h e i r newly a c q u i r e d 

w e a l t h . The w e a l t h y p l a n t e r had e x t e n s i v e c o n t a c t and t i e s w i t h t h e c i t y 

and wouid spend p a r t o f h i s tim e t h e r e . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e 

p l a n t e r ' s townhouse s i t e , and comparison w i t h p l a n t a t i o n s i t e s , w i l l o f f e r 

an e n l a r g e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f C h a r i e s t o n ' s upper c l a s s . 
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Summary 

C h a r l e s t o n i s a s p e c i a i c i t y , and t h e c i t y ' s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s 

deserve s p e c i a i a t t e n t i o n . A number o f e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l , economic and 

s o c i a l phenomena combined w i t h l o c a l geography t o produce an unusual urban 

c e n t e r . C h a r i e s t o n ' s deveiopment as an urban c e n t e r was r a p i d , and her 

r o l e i n B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l a c t i v i t i e s m a j o r . C h a r i e s t o n p l a y e d an i n t e g r a l 

r o l e i n t h e deveiopment o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , b u t f o l l o w e d a d i v e r g e n t 

p a t h f r o m o t h e r urban c e n t e r s , such as New Y o r k , Boston and P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

D u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d C h a r i e s t o n was t h e o n l y urban c e n t e r l o c a t e d i n 

a semi " - t r o p i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t and t h e o n l y major p o r t s u p p o r t e d by a s l a v e -

based p l a n t a t i o n economy. E a r l y and s u s t a i n e d t i e s t o t h e West I n d i a n 

c o l o n y o f Barbados f u r t h e r enhanced her t r o p i c a l f e a t u r e s . F o i l o w i n g t h e 

R e v o l u t i o n t he o t h e r major A t l a n t i c p o r t s q u i c k l y developed i n t o i n d u s t r i a l 

c e n t e r s ; C h a r i e s t o n d i d n o t . She remained a s l a v e - b a s e d , a g r i c u l t u r a l 

economy and, as a r e s u l t o f t h i s f a i l u r e t o i n d u s t r i a l i z e , began t o 

d e c l i n e e c o n o m i c a l l y i n t h e a n t e b e l l u m p e r i o d . 

One reason f o r t h i s d e c l i n e was C h a r i e s t o n ' s c o n t i n u e d dependence 

on her i a r g e s l a v e p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s cheap and r e a d i l y a v a i i a b i e l a b o r 

s u p p l y c o n t i n u e d t o p r o v i d e i n c e n t i v e f o r l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e methods and t o 

d i s c o u r a g e t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n s . The s l a v e p o p u l a t i o n was i n t h e 

m a j o r i t y , which r e s u l t e d i n s e v e r a l a s p e c t s o f deveiopment d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

o t h e r urban c e n t e r s . The urban e n v i r o n m e n t encouraged i n t e r m i n g l i n g and 

m i s c e g e n a t i o n . Thus a c o h e s i o n o f A f r o - A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y n o t found i n 

o t h e r N o r t h American c i t i e s was a b l e t o d e v e l o p , r e s u l t i n g i n a d i s t i n c t 

c u l t u r e i n t h e i o w c o u n t r y , w h i c h i s s t i i i r e f l e c t e d i n t h e c i t y ' s d i e t , 

speech, and a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

C h a r i e s t o n i s an un i q u e and i m p o r t a n t c i t y h i s t o r i c a l l y . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

r e s e a r c h has much t o o f f e r t o an e n l a r g e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e c i t y ' s 

growth and development. Proper p r o t e c t i o n and e x a m i n a t i o n o f the c i t y ' s 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s o u r c e s i s e s s e n t i a l t o such s t u d i e s . The r e s e a r c h f o r 

t h i s p r o j e c t r e p r e s e n t s a major s t e p i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 
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